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107 Nights postponed PC CRIME:
STATISTICS
REPORT ’07
by Joe

Miller ’10

News Staff

Campus safety is an issue that
affects
everyone
in
the
Providence College community,
and the recent publication of three
years of crime
CAMPUS statistics has pro
NEWS vided an opportu
nity for students
and college officials to reflect on
just how secure the campus is.
Leyden acknowledged that
there are both positive and nega
tive aspects to be found within
these numbers, and commented
on several particular types of
crimes that appear.
“What really stands out is the
amount of sexual assaults that were
reported,” he said. “I think that can
be attributed to the victims being
more comfortable reporting that an
incident took place.”
MARY PELLETIER ’09/The Cowl

Administrators were reluctant to grant approval for 107 Nights, which class officers hoped would
take place in Boston. The long bus ride was one of the reasons cited for this veto.

Class of2007president expresses frustration at delay
by

Beth Lenehan ’08

Asst. News Editor

For the Class of 2007, Feb. 2 would have marked
exactly 107 nights until graduation. Class officers
had planned to hold a 107 Nights event at a location
approximately one hour from campus. In an e-mail
sent on Tuesday, Jan. 30, class pres
STUDENT ident Daniel Cullinane ’07 informed
LIFE seniors that the event had been
“postponed indefinitely,” raising
questions about event planning, site approval, and
deadlines.

Sex offenses classified as
forcible rape jumped from zero in
both 2003 and 2004 to five in
2005—two of which occurred in
residence facilities.
Also occurring on campus are
motor vehicle thefts; five such
incidents occurred in 2005, all on
PC property.
According to Leyden, all of the
thefts involved cars being stolen
from student parking lots and the
commuter lot. Several of the
stolen vehicles were later found
in Providence with parts missing.
“I think car thieves are looking
for certain vehicles, and when
they spot them, they come in and
steal them,” he explained.
During the three-year period
covered by this report, there was
an average of 16 burglary reports
annually, with nine of them hap
pening in residence facilities.
CRIME/Page 3

College Bowl hosts
most teams ever

“I was very surprised,” said Cullinane of his reac
tion to Father Murphy’s decision, communicated via
e-mail by Sharon Hay, director of the StudentActivities-Involvement-Leadership (S.A.I.L.) Office.
“The officers felt we had addressed every problem
and were shocked that we were shot down by rea
sons we felt we had addressed.”
From the administration’s perspective, however,
adequate notice was not given to consider the event.
“I was most influenced by the insufficient time
given to make a prudent decision,” said Rev.

107 NIGHTS/Page 4
CHRIS HUBERT ’10/The Cowl

Career Services
offers Idealist
Career Day for
undergraduates
by

Rick Kurker ’09
News Staff

Is it really possible to make a
living while making a difference?
According to Kathleen C larkin,
director of Career Planning &
Internship Service in Career
Services, the answer is yes. To
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show students the truth in this
statement, Clarkin worked in con
junction with Dr. Raymond
Sickinger, director of the
Feinstein Institute, and Colleen
Rost-Banik, service learning
coordinator, to organize the
Idealist Career Day, sponsored by
the Office of Career Services and
the Department of Public and
Community Service Studies.
“Through classroom presenta
tions, a keynote presentation, and
a ‘Q&A with the Experts,’ we
hope to educate students regard
ing the variety of career paths
with nonprofits, public service,
and socially responsible organiza
tions,” Clarkin said.
According to Clarkin, the
Feinstein Institute and Idealist.org
sponsored a “community conver
sations event” during the evening
prior to the Career Day. At this
event, various local nonprofit
organizations, students, faculty,
alumni, and interested community
members gathered and discussed
different issues affecting the com
munity. Rost-Banik said the
evening served as “a catalyst to
better facilitate connections in the

Providence nonprofit communi Left to right: Todd Page ’08, Katie Mattaini ’08, Dan Murdough
ty,” as well as show the useful ’08, and Joe Boniwell ’08 were ready to buzz in as they competed
ness of the Feinstein Institute as in last Saturday’s College Bowl.
was in the final closing seconds of
an
important
community
by Alison Espach ’07
the match.
resource.
“Right at the end, the Bandits
N
ews
S
taff
The Idealist Career Day, which
took place on Thursday, Feb. 1,
The Opus Deities, a team of answered a few questions that put
featured presentations for stu three freshmen and one senior, them within striking distance,”
dents from four public & commu beat out the other 23 teams who said Begley. “Most of us knew
nity service classes, Clarkin said, participated in this year’s annual the answers, but were hesitant to
as well as an evening presenta
College
Bowl buzz in early for fear of commit
tion open to all students.
tournament ting a fatal miscue. The Bandits,
having nothing to lose at that
STUDENT Saturday
Additionally, Clarkin also said
after
point,
could freely take risks and
INTEREST
that
representatives
from
noon, Feb. 3. The
go
for
broke. Just as they pulled
Idealist.org were available in
winners, Andrew
within
10
points, time expired and
Career Services throughout the Weyant ’10, Jeremiah Begley ’10,
we
emerged
victorious, 220-210.”
afternoon so that students could Nirvan Tamrakar ’10, and Joseph
Tamrakar said he is “proud” to
discuss their career options. McCormack ’07, defeated the
Career Services staff members Wet Bandits 220-210 in the final be the first international PC stu
were present to inform students match, which the players dent to win the College Bowl.
“Hopefully, 1 have set a prece
of the various resources the office described as close and nervedent
for other internationals to
offers.
wracking.
“Given our mission as a
“The Wet Bandits jumped out participate and win the College
College and the interest of our to a large early lead, which didn’t Bowl,” said Tamrakar.
The winning freshmen were
students in service, many under faze us because we had overcome
graduates are curious about a 100-plus point halftime deficit excited to have won their first
careers where they can make a in our second match,” said Begley. College Bowl tournament ever,
difference in the lives of others,” “I just mentally regrouped and especially considering the number
Clarkin said.
“The Idealist resolved to take over the match. of teams had increased from 20 to
24 this year due to the 294 volunCareer Day, featuring a national We roared back into it.”
Begley said the only time he
IDEALIST/Page 6
doubted their potential victory
BOWL/Page 5
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PC Students prepare to Teach for America
by

Lisa Hofer ’09
News Staff

Three seniors with a dedication to eduation amind social change have signed on to
“Teach for America,” devoting their next
two years to better education of students at
under-achieving
urban
STUDENT schools. David Jose ’07, a
INTEREST political science major;
Natalie Scheidt ’07, an
English and women’s studies major; and
Julie Mark ’07, a biology major, have been
accepted into the competitive Teach for
America program.
Two years may seem like a long time to
dedicate to a job that only pays $28,000 to
$44,000 a year, especially right out of col
lege. These students, however, said they
harbor an unflinching belief that “educa
tion is the strongest force for social
change,” said Mark.
“There exists a systematic achievement
gap between poor and wealthy schools,
which falls painfully along racial lines,”
said Joshua Biber, Northeast recruitment
director of Teach For America, a non-prof
it organization that places recent college
graduates and other applicants as teachers
in low-income schools.
“Nine-year-olds growing up in lowincome communities are already three
grade levels behind their peers in highincome communities,” according to the
program’s Web site.
Biber responded to their statistics, say
ing, “for a society that claims equality of
opportunity this is a flagrant disparity.”
Teach for America operates under the
principle that all children have the ability
to achieve and need to be given the oppor
tunity and motivation to do so. Providing
the extra help necessary to overcome the
extra obstacles faced in low-income
schools is no easy task, however. Teachers
must often bring their students through a
larger-than-average amount of material
and help them to become motivated.
While these challenges may result in a 70hour work week, Biber—who worked for

two years in the “corps” before becoming
a recruiter for the organization—said, “it is
amazing... ‘Rewarding and enriching’ are
cliches, but when you start with kids who
hate school and can’t read and end with
them up to grade level and begging for
summer work, it is the best feeling in the
world.”

I think being a PC student has
broadened my horizons, made
me more socially conscious and
more willing to commit myself
fully to public and community
service programs across the
board.
David Jose ’07

This is the first year Teach for America
has been recruiting so vigorously on cam
pus. Many top student leaders have been
directly contacted by Teach for America,
and the nonprofit organization is consid
ered by Fortune 500 as one of the top
recruiters of college graduates. For many,
however, the program’s reputation itself
was an attraction. Jose heard about the
program “at a leadership conference I was
at in Denver two summers ago, as well as
through various advertisements,” he said.
“I thought it was a unique program
because it allows a [recent] student to have
an immediate impact on people,” said
Scheidt, giving her reasons for applying.
“It will give me the opportunity to do
something important right after gradua
tion.” She will be a special education
teacher in Phoenix through the program.
Jose cited the ability to “give back in a tan
gible, a real way, that will have lasting
results,” as a major draw to the program.
One reason recruitment is so successful
is that the Catholic tradition of charity and

C A M P U S

8:00 p.m.
Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are
Dead, Smith Center
for the Arts Bowab
Theatre
9:00 p.m. The Brink
live, McPhail’s

10 Saturday
6:00 p.m. Speed
dating, McPhail’s
8:00 p.m.
International Beer
Fest, McPhail’s

Dominican influence at PC has especially
prepared students for selfless work.
“I think being a PC student has broad
ened my horizons, made me more socially
conscious and more willing to commit
myself fully to public and community
service programs across the board,” said
Jose. Biber noticed a definite “climate of
civic engagement, respect, and leadership
at PC” that matched the organization’s
ethos well.
Teach for America, which will be
accepting online applications until Sunday,
Feb. 18, looks for students of all majors
and backgrounds—not just education. An
intensive summer training course is
offered to prepare students for the chal
lenge to come.
“I’m a biology major so education has

always been on my mind because my mom
is a teacher,” said Mark, adding that in the
end, “I applied on a whim.” Mark will be
teaching in Phoenix.
Jose said he sees this as a way to live out
his political ideas. Not only will he be
working to reconstruct the school of New
Orleans after hurricane Katrina, but he will
be helping to make national changes as
well.
“Education really hasn’t been my focus,
but it is stuck in the muck of policy briefs
and Washington bureaucracy,” he said.
“This is just one way to try and really
move to fix it.”
“We’re going to fight like crazy to close
the achievement gap,” Biber said.

For more information on jobs in the nonprofit sector, turn to
Rick Kurker ’09’s article, Career Services offers Idealist
Career Day for undergraduates,” starting on the front page.
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes
into print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find
an error in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu.
Corrections will be printed as necessary on page 2.

February 9 to 15

CALENDAR
8 Friday

GRAPHIC BY JEN JARVIS ’07/The Cowl

11 Sunday
2:00 p.m.
Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are
Dead, Smith Center
for the Arts Bowab
Theatre

8:00 p.m.
Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are
Dead, Smith Center
for the Arts Bowab
Theatre

13 Tuesday

12 Monday
7:30 p.m. Agape
for All coffeehouse,
McPhail’s

14 Wednesday

4:30 p.m. “Slavery is
Not Dead: The
Problem of Human
Trafficking” lecture,
Campus Ministry
Center
6:00 p.m. “How to
Succeed in DWC
workshop, Moore I

3:45 p.m. Library
commons open
house, Phillips
Memorial Library
6:30 p.m. Friars
C lub—Sophomore/
Junior Coffeehouse,
Aquinas Lounge

15 Thursday
12 noon “Icons East
and West” lecture,
Center for Catholic
and Dominican
Studies

5:30 p.m. Mass for
Athletes, St.
Dominic Chapel
7:00 p.m. Clinical
doctorates and other
health careers work
shop, Slavin 112

7:00 p.m. Stuff-aBear coffeehouse,
McPhail’s

kaplaN ADMISSIONS
TEST PREP AND

Student Leadership Conference
Saturday, February 10, 2007
11:15am-4:15pm, Slavin Center
Featuring a keynote speech by
"world champion triathlete and
Paralympic competitor,” Paul Martin

Develop your skills as a leader and
network with other campus leaders!

LSAT classes
starting soon!
at
Providence College
Wednesday, February 21
6:30pm
1 -800-KA P -TEST

Register m the SAIL C

kaptest.com/lsat
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Springtime is in New York for PC student
by

Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff

It has been said if you can
make it in New York City, you
can make it anywhere. One
Providence College student is
proving this statement true as she
spends a semester away from
New England and in the Big
Apple. Elena Blyskal ’08 is a
participant in the “Spring in New
York” program held by New York
University (NYU).
“Being from Long Island, I
have always held a special love
for the city, “ said Blyskal. “As a
music and theatre major, this pro
gram especially appealed to me
since the artistic exposure and
opportunities in Manhattan are
unparalleled.”
The NYU program currently
has 88 students enrolled, who are
from colleges and universities
worldwide. According to the pro
gram’s Web site, students can
choose one of eight areas of study
to focus on during their semester:
Art and architecture; creative
writing and literature; cultural
explorations, film and performing
arts; human development in con
text; media and public life; power
and politics; and an option for a

self-designed study.
Blyskal is using her semester
to learn more about the fields of
music and theater by taking class
es, including a fundamentals of
opera performance workshop,
acting: character study studio
course, and a class in the
American musical. She is taking
a theology class to fulfill PC’s
theology II core as well as “pri
vate voice lessons with a doctoral
candidate in the vocal perform
ance program.”
“The professors of my classes
are not only teachers but also sea
soned singers and actors who per
form with renowned companies,”
said Blyskal. “These professors
pass along insider information
and advice from their own expe
rience every time our class meets.
Many students in my classes are
constantly auditioning or perform
ing, so they also contribute valuable
information and experience to dis
cussion in and out of class.”
Blyskal described her perform
ance classes “as more intensive
and in-depth than some of what
I’ve experienced in Providence”
—a factor she attributes to the
size of the University’s perform
ance program.
“While Providence is a won

derful city and our faculty is
knowledgeable and well-quali
fied in their fields, I’m not certain
I would have had as much expo
sure
and
networking
in
Providence as I’m currently
experiencing here,” said Blyskal.
Though she is enjoying her
semester at NYU, there are things
Blyskal said she misses about PC.
Blyskal said her theology class
has 200 students enrolled in it,
which reminds her of how much
she prefers PC’s small class sizes
and the “the intimate connection
between teacher and student.”
At NYU, “this connection is
lost when the professor is lectur
ing via body microphone to 200
students and making eye contact
with no one in particular. I feel
much more motivated to listen
and work in Providence’s small
liberal arts classes,” said Blyskal.
She said she also misses the
community a small college can
create. Blyskal’s apartment at
NYU is 20 minutes from the
main campus.
“While in Providence it’s near
ly impossible [not] to run into
someone on campus and make
plans for Ray or Slavin, NYU has
much less of a ‘campus’/commu
nity feel,” said Blyskal.

She noted that she is grateful
for the experience being in New
York has afforded her, but there
was an adjustment period.
“I recognize and appreciate the
opportunities I’ve already had
here. At the same time, other PC
students may be equally ‘shellshocked’ as I was for the first few
weeks at NYU,” said Blyskal.
“Without a doubt, it’s very differ
ent, and those who are used to
Providence’s community atmos
phere may find NYU difficult to
swallow—as I certainly have.”
Blyskal said she first heard
about the program fall sopho
more year when a friend gave her
a pamphlet for it. She decided
not to go that particular spring,
but reconsidered the next fall.
Blyskal said she did, however,
face a road block in her plans.
She said she was notified that to
graduate from PC, a student is
required to spend eight semesters
at the College unless he or she
participates in the study abroad
program. If Blyskal went to
NYU, she would graduate a
semester late.
She petitioned Rev. Mark D.
Nowel, O.P., dean of undergradu
ate studies and associate profes
sor of biology, and Dr. Hugh

Lena, vice president of academic
affairs, and requested they
exempt her from the rule on the
grounds of the unique opportuni
ty the academic experience
would be. Dr. Lena and Father
Nowel allowed Blyskal to partic
ipate, equating the experience to
“that of study abroad.”
Blyskal recommends students
looking for “a new perspective”
should study abroad in another
country and come to New York
for graduate school or any other
time.
“You may never go to Europe
or Asia again, but NYC will
always be here,” said Blyskal.
One day, Blyskal said she was
stopped at Union Square by a
Channel 4 newscaster and was
asked about the freezing weather.
“Fancy video camera, micro
phone thrust in my face, the
works—that was pretty exciting,”
said Blyskal.
She added that she is enjoying
learning opera and acting in New
York and some of her favorite
experiences of the program occur
in her classes. So far, Blyskal has
attended two Broadway shows,
one opera, two play readings, and
“countless other events to please
the music/theatre geek in me.”

Crime: Security urges students to play safe
continued from front page

Most of these incidents involved laptops,
iPods, and other electronics. Leyden said
the best way to alleviate the issue is to pre
vent potential thieves from accessing any
lucrative items.
“[Students] have to secure their valu
ables,” he emphasized. “I know we tend to
preach to our students that they shouldn’t
prop doors and should report any suspi
cious people in the residence halls.”
He also described one incident in which
a guest in a residence hall went on a bur
glary spree that included thousands of dol
lars worth of valuables. Jewelry, iPods,
and clothing were just a handful of the
items stolen.
“He was here visiting another student
and took advantage of the friendships that
he had,” said Leyden.
These items were later recovered, large
ly as a result of the efforts of Sgt. Dave
Marshall of the Office of Safety and
Security.
“Many times, students inadvertently
leave iPods and other valuables by mis
take, and those items don’t always make it
to lost and found,” Leyden added.
Disciplinary referrals for liquor law vio
lations have steadily been on the rise,
including a jump from 527 in 2004 to 697
in 2005. According to Leyden, however,
these numbers do not guarantee that con
sumption of alcohol is actually increasing.
“Again, these are statistics ... I would
say that it’s attributed to more and better
enforcement on the part of RA’s and
Residence Life,” he said.
Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P., vice-presi
dent for student services, said alcohol
abuse “is an issue that Providence College
is looking at very carefully, and will be
addressing, we hope, with the cooperation
of students.”
“Alcohol and binge drinking affect our
community in so many ways,” he said.
Referrals for drug violations decreased
slightly in 2005, with 64 incidents occur
ring as opposed to 70 in 2004. Leyden
said these episodes involve “predominant
ly very small amounts of marijuana.”
“Generally we get a call about a smell of
marijuana coming from a room,” he
explained. “The students are usually very
cooperative with security and Res Life.
Usually we’ll find a fan and a towel, and
the student will produce the marijuana.”
He added that measurable amounts of
marijuana are usually turned over to the
Providence police for prosecution.
Although all 64 of the referrals in 2005
occurred in residence facilities, Leyden

JOHN OWENS ’07/The Cowl

The blue emergency lights are situated around campus to quicken security
response to crimes.

said that for the most part, the drugs are
coming from off-campus sources.
While this deluge of numbers and fig
ures can be alarming, many PC students
maintain that the campus is actually a very
safe place.
“I feel that if I don’t be aggressive, if I
don’t do something stupid, then I’m pretty
damn safe on campus,” said Eva Taylor
’08.
Joel DeFelice ’09 agreed, and empha
sized the efforts to make students aware of
criminal incidents in the area.
“I see the postings on the doors, I see
them online,” he said. “But nothing’s ever
happened to me, and I’ve never been
threatened.”
DeFelice added that when he walks to
CVS or Walgreen’s on Admiral Street, he
feels more cautious and tries to remain in a
group whenever possible.
As secure as many students feel within
the boundaries of the campus, this comfort
does have a tendency to dissipate once out
side those borders and in the surrounding
neighborhood. Another issue that has been
raised is the effectiveness of the security per

sonnel stationed at entrances to the campus.
“On campus, I always feel safe, but I
probably should go with someone [when
walking] because it’s pretty easy to get on
campus even if you don’t belong there,”
said Katie-Sue Scullin ’09.
She did acknowledge, however, that
simply knowing that guards are present
can add to the feeling of security, saying
“Maybe it’s a psychological thing.”
The Office of Safety and Security is
“constantly “increasing its efforts to pre
vent crime both on and off campus,
according to Leyden.
“We’ve been continuing to add surveil
lance cameras throughout campus. We are
in the process of increasing our visibility
on campus,” he said. “But we need the
eyes and ears of the students to help us,
because we can’t be everywhere.”
He mentioned that the silent witness
program, in which crimes can be reported
anonymously, has contributed to the suc
cessfill resolution of several incidents.
Leyden also stressed the value of edu
cating students about what they can do to
avoid becoming one of these statistics,

pointing out opportunities that exist
toward this effort.
“I have a crime prevention officer who
does presentations for the students, and
this office is always available for any
requests to have further presentations on
crime prevention,” he said.
Father Murphy had a similar reaction,
expressing his hope that students read the
recently published bulletin and use it to
their advantage to learn “what resources
are available to them and what campus
security is all about.”
“In many ways, Providence College is
like a little city. There are going to be
instances when we have crime,” he said.
“But we are also a very safe campus, and it
takes all of us to work at that.”
Father Murphy recommended that stu
dents simply use common sense, saying
that “they should always be aware of their
surroundings and they should always be
looking out for one another as well.”
He also emphasized the importance of
traveling in groups and utilizing the assis
tance available to them: “There’s always
safety in numbers, and I would encourage
students if something does happen to con
tact Safety and Security, contact
Residential Life ... let us know so we can
try to do something about it.”
Despite the recent statistics, the overall
perception of students seems to be that the
Providence College campus is one where
they can feel safe. Still, Leyden knows that
there are areas that can be improved, and
he plans on working toward that goal: “I
wouldn’t be satisfied unless we had a
crime-free campus.”
The annual security report that was dis
tributed to students’ mailboxes in late
January is designed to inform the college
community of security policies and proce
dures, as well as actual statistics, accord
ing to an introductory message from Maj.
John J. Leyden, Jr., executive director of
safety and security.
Under the Clery Act of 1990, all col
leges and universities that participate in
federal financial aid programs are legally
required to record and disclose informa
tion about crime on and near their campus
es. The law is named for Jeanne Clery, a
19-year-old Lehigh University student
who was sexually assaulted and murdered
in her campus residence in 1986.
The most recent edition of the PC report
included the numbers of crimes reported in
a variety of categories in 2003, 2004, and
2005. Incidents were also classified
according to whether they occurred on or
off campus.
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107 Nights: Students and administration clash over event
continued from front page
Brendan Murphy, O.P., vice president of
student services. “I am reluctant to
approve any large off-campus event when
there isn’t sufficient time to consider the
proposed event and have the contracts
reviewed by legal counsel. These steps are
crucial in order to make an informed deci
sion that is both in the best interest of the
student body and Providence College.”
Hay also emphasized that the event had
not yet been endorsed.
“At no time during my discussions or
through e-mail were they told the event
had been approved for Feb. 2 in Boston,”
said Hay.
The event was to take place at Jake
Ivory’s Piano Bar, located on Lansdowne
Street in Boston. As early as November,
Cullinane said the class officers had been
brainstorming and during winter break,
they communicated via e-mail.
“We had been excited for the event—it
was not the traditional nightclub event,”
said Cullinane. “It had a 900 person
capacity and allowed people to be able to
move around ... Students would be able to
request songs to the piano players and

"

I was also concerned that even
if the proposed event had been
approved, the senior class
would have received only a few
days advanced notice of the
event... In the future, it’s
important that student leaders
coordinating similar events pro
pose them well in advance.
Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P.
"

there would also be traditional nightclub
music for dancing. Many of the previous
problems would be averted.”
The contracts from both Jake Ivory’s
and Tremblay’s Bus Co., were faxed to
Providence College on Jan. 19. According
to Cullinane, he and Class Vice President
Mike Verzino ’07 met with Hay to discuss
concerns regarding the event.
“I met with both Dan [Cullinane] and
Mike [Verzino] to discuss 107 nights on
Jan. 24,” said Hay. “At that time, I

expressed my concerns, encouraged them
to seek alternate locations, and told them I
would forward information to Father
Murphy, which I did on Jan. 25.” The
office had four primary concerns, accord
ing to Cullinane’s e-mail, including the
distance and students’ ability to handle a
long return bus ride.
“Several years ago, we had difficulties
at events held substantial distances away,”
said Hay. “As a result, we have not had a
full class event—other than during Junior
Ring Weekend and Commencement
Week—held significant distances away for
at least four years. In recent years, stu
dents have worked closely with the vice
president of student services and the
S.A.I.L. Office staff to plan their events
and to seek venues closer to campus.”
Cullinane said he and Verzino together
devised a list of solutions addressing each
of the College’s concerns about the event.
Proposed resolutions included class offi
cers acting as additional screeners for
intoxication prior to boarding the buses
and having Jake Ivory’s stop the sale of
alcohol one half hour before the end of the
event. The two e-mailed their solutions
and a cover letter to Hay, who then pre
sented them to Father Murphy.
Cullinane said he feels the decision
came down to distance from Providence
College to Boston and the proximity of
Jake Ivory’s to other establishments serv
ing. While he says he respects and appre
ciates Hay’s considerations, he said he felt
the decision showed a “lack of faith in the
students on campus,” adding the Class of
2007 was being “equated with events that
happened several years ago.”
Father Murphy said he first became
aware of the proposed event on Jan. 25.
“I was impressed by the willingness of
senior class representatives to address con
cerns raised, especially with respect to pro
viding food, setting clear behavioral
expectations, and increasing the number of
security personnel and the number of
screeners at the proposed event,” said
Father Murphy.
He also said he does not hold one class
responsible for the actions of previous
ones; rather, each class is held responsible
for its own actions at events. The influenc
ing factor in his decision was time.
Father Murphy said his concerns went
beyond his own time constraints to make a
decision.
“I was also concerned that even if the
proposed event had been approved, the
senior class would have received only a
few days advanced notice of the event,”
said Murphy. “In the future, it’s important
that student leaders coordinating similar
events propose them well in advance.

THOMAS J. FAY, ESQ.
One Turks Head Place, Suite 1300
Providence, RI 02903
Tel. (401) 277-1300 Fax (401) 277-1119.
tjf@bowermantaylor.com
Automobile Accidents • Personal Injury
Uninsured Motorist • Wrongful Death
Premises Liability • Dog Bites
Business Litigation • Expungement

Ideally, there should be alternative loca
tions to choose from.”

"

You can deny progress has
been made because of the lack
of openness to new ideas—you
can’t change the culture of the
campus if you are not open.

Dan Cullinane ’07

"
Cullinane said he understands the
school has to protect itself, but feels it has
gone too far.
“You can deny progress has been made
because of the lack of openness to new
ideas—you can’t change the culture of the
campus if you are not open,” said
Cullinane, adding he has received feed
back from students and that a new event is
being planned.
“In the case of this particular senior
class event, I have delegated that responsi
bility to Ms. Sharon Hay and the staff of
the S.A.I.L. Office,” said Father Murphy.
“My understanding is that they are work
ing closely with representatives of the
Class of 2007 to arrange a suitable date
and location for this event. In order for this
collaboration to be successful, good com
munication and advanced planning are
essential.”
Hay and Cullinane met on Monday, Feb.
5, to discuss options for a new Senior
Night.
“Plans are going well. I met with Dan
[Cullinane] . . . I’m confident the event
will be great for the class and in a wonder
ful location,” said Hay.
Father Murphy shared similar senti
ments regarding the new event.
“In the near future, my hope is that the
Class of 2007 will have a safe and enjoy
able event that they can look back on with
great fondness,” said Father Murphy.
Cullinane said they hope to hold the
event at the end of this month.

As members
of Class of
’08 turn 21,
Junior Night
will be held
The Class of 2008 will be holding its
first Junior Night in McPhail’s on
Friday, Feb. 23. Although Senior Nights
have been held throughout first semes
ter, Class President Andy Fechtel ’08
said it is not unusual for the first Junior
Night to be held near the halfway point
of the second semester.
Fechtel said that when the Junior
Night tradition began a few years ago,
they were held only at the end of March
and April. Two years ago was the first
time a Junior Night was held in
February. The reason for this timeline,
according to Fechtel, is that about half
the Class of 2008 is under 21 until the
second semester. The event on Feb. 23
will only be open for those who are 21
and older, he said.
Although the class officers usually are
assigned the task of planning Junior
Nights, Fechtel said that the Class of
2008 has decided to delegate that duty to
a committee of five students who are not
involved with Congress. Out of this new
committee, Fechtel hopes that new and
creative themes will emerge.
“We wanted to engage as many peo
ple as possible,” he said. “Our strategy
as class officers is to approach the year
by creating a sense of unity within our
class.”
For Fechtel, Junior Ring Weekend
was one of the first serious attempts at
creating excitement and unity among
members of the class. He said he hopes
that Junior Nights in McPhail’s continue
those feelings.
Ali Marchetti ’08 shared her thoughts
on the matter, saying, “Junior Nights are
great because you can see people from
classes in a different setting. I am look
ing forward to having one because I
think they would be fun.”
—Beth Finan '07

Fairfield University
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Bowl: Opus Deities cause a stir at tournament
continued from front page

teer hours devoted to the event.
“It was gratifying to learn that we, a
group of three freshmen and our RA, could
compete with some of the academic giants
of the PC community,” said Begley.
Where did these academic giants obtain
all their knowledge? Coloring books, Latin
studies, and Jeopardy.
“When I was little, my favorite coloring
book was called ‘U.S. Presidents’ and it
had fun facts about each president, along
with a picture of them to color,” said Beth
Finan ’07, member of team “You Wan
Heeded?”
Finan was chosen to participate in the
Regional All Star Team.
“I like to think that the coloring book is
why I answered so many questions about
presidents correctly. Maybe I will try to
dig it up to brush up on my knowledge
before the regional match,” said Finan.
Begley attributes his success to his
extensive knowledge on humanities and
liberal arts.
“I have been a lifelong devotee of the
liberal arts, and one of the reasons I chose
PC is our school’s strong commitment to
liberal education for all its students,” said
Begley. “I believe my part in our success
is a direct result of reading widely, study
ing Latin, and generally immersing myself
in the humanities for my whole life.”
Begley said he considered his win “a tri
umph of the humanities and liberal arts
over the purportedly more ‘practical’ disci
plines such as finance, marketing, and
management.”
“Most of my trivia knowledge came
from watching Jeopardy and reading
almost nonstop,” said Weyant.
What were the participant’s strategies
going into the tournament?
“As a freshman, I really had no idea
what to expect from the competition,” said
Begley. “I certainly didn’t presume to
expect a win, but the team and I gained
more and more confidence with each suc
cessive match.”
Most students applauded the Student

CHRIS HUBERT ’ 10/The Cowl

The tension was palpable as (left to right) Shawn Dooley ’09, Garrett Owen ’08, Tom Flanagan ’08, and Steve Kerr ’08
await the next question at the College Bowl. These students comprised one of 24 teams competing for the title of College
Bowl champions.

Activities-Involvement-Leadership
(S.A.I.L.) Office and Todd Incantalupo,
assistant
director
of Office
of
S.A.I.L./Slavin Center for running what
they called a smooth and flawless tourna
ment, though some expressed concerns
about the fairness of the tournament.
“I would say during certain games,
teams are at a disadvantage when moder
ators are slower to respond to answer
and ask questions,” said Mike Fulvio
’07, member of team That’s What She
Said.
Students said that slower moderators
can prevent a team from gaining as many
points as a team that had a faster speak
ing moderator.
“Early on it affects the outcome, but in
the end I hope it hasn’t,” added Fulvio.
Fulvio suggested that there should be

New York University

experience

• China *Czech Republic

* England

♦ GermanyGhana

* Italy

• Fill out NYU study
abroad application.
• Submit and go to class.

factors, Incantalupo said there is no
“unevenness” in the tournament.
Weyant suggested a change in the way
the playoffs were run.
“I would have liked to see a longer play
off round, rather than only four teams
making it out of 24, but with time
restraints the short playoff was necessary,”
said Weyant, adding the “moderators were
excellent and I think the tournament was
very fair.”
The All-Star team that will compete in
the Regional Match this February is handpicked by the moderators and administra
tors of the tournament to get the “most
well-rounded” team, said Incantalupo.
The College Bowl finals will be airing for
a week on PC TV, Channel 52, starting this
Sunday at 6:45 p.m.

Library Commons Open House
Valentine's Day from 3:45 to 5:30 p.m.

• France

► Monday morning.
• Have coffee

more rounds with more moderators to
even out the score.
Other students were concerned about
the different methods of the moderators.
In official College Bowl rules, the mod
erator must recognize the student before
he or she gives his or her answer; other
wise, the respondent is penalized.
“Some moderators will look at you
and that’s ‘recognizing’ you. Some
moderators require you wait until they
say your name. I got penalized in one
game for something that was allowed in
a different game,” said Karla Feitl ’07, a
member of Team “You Wan Heeded?”
Incantalupo said all teams are subject to
playing games with all of the moderators,
adding that the team schedules are scram
bled as are the moderators, and all sched
ules are compiled randomly. Due to these

♦ Spain

Join us in celebrating new and enhanced technology
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Come and see the new:
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and
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NYU StudyAbroad. Be there.

www.nyu.edu/abroad/sitedetails

Refreshments, Demonstrations, Giveaways
(Raffle includes iTunes Gift Certificates and More!)

Phillips Memorial Library
February 14"’, .3:45 -5:30 p.m.
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Idealist: Non-profits offer job opportunities
continued from front page
speaker from Idealist.org; was designed to
raise awareness of career paths in the notfor-profit sector including myths and reali
ties and strategies for exploration of career
options, internships, jobs, and graduate
study.”
Students welcomed the chance to learn
more about careers in the nonprofit indus
try.
“I was really surprised by the wide
range of nonprofit organizations and
resources that are listed on the Idealist.org
Web site,” said Alyson Hatchett ’07, an
economics major. “It seems as though the
sector is growing and becoming a more
realistic career path, something I will con
sider further following my participation in
the Peace Corps.”
Of all the day’s activities, Clarkin said
that one session in particular that was
“especially engaging and interactive;” Two
community service classes were combined

so students could share their experiences with Idealist.org representatives, and 50
working and talking with professionals at students attended the evening session.
“From my perspec
service or nonprofit
tive, the day was a very
sites, Clarkin said.
successful collaboration
“Their
stories
provided real-life Their stories provided real-life between the Office of
Career Services and the
examples of people
Feinstein Institute in
who work in per examples of people who work
sonally satisfying in personally satisfying profes raising awareness of the
nonprofit sector and pro
professions
that
viding students with
make a difference in sions that make a difference in
the lives of others . . .
valuable resources to
the lives of others,
further explore and
along with key
accomplish their goals,”
career development
Clarkin said.
strategies,”
she
Kathy Clarkin
The
added.
Idealist.org/Action
Clarkin indicated
Without Borders Web
that she was happy
site “connects people,
with the turnout for
the event, stating that more than 150 stu organizations, and resources to help build
dents participated in the activities through a world,” Clarkin added. The site featured
out the day. She estimated that about 100 an array of useful resources for groups and
students came to the classroom presenta individuals, as well as career information
tions and discussions, 20 students spoke such as internship and job listings.

Admissions Ambassadors are exciting!
Just ask Peyton Manning!
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In its last issue, The Cowl asked its
readers to share their thoughts on
the new convenience store. Here s
the consensus:
□ It's cheaper to buy
groceries at the 711 or another store
off-campus -29%
□ The store should
cany healthier
foods and less
junk food - 26%

□ I wasn't aware that
there is a new
convenience store
- 20%
□ The store should
stay open late at
night -17%
■ The paces are
reasonable and the
location is ideal 9%

THIS WEEK:
How do you obtain information on campus?
1. ) I hardly ever check my Friarbox, but I always check my e-mail.
2. ) I would prefer to talk to my professors via AOL Instant Messager.
3. ) I frequently use ANGEL because I like being able to access all of the
information for my classes at once.
3. ) I always used to read the “table tents” in Ray Cafe; the administration
should allow them to be made again.
4. ) The posters hanging around campus are informative, but the strict
posting rules inhibit students’ ability to spread information on campus.

Vote on www.thecowl.com and find out the
results in next week’s issue of The Cowl.

World

Turner to pay up for hoax in hub
by

Amanda Silk ’08

Ask

PC

World Staff

“Aqua Teen Hunger Force” is about late
night laughs, but on the morning of Jan.
31, Boston was not laughing.
It all began around 8:00 a.m. when a
newspaper vendor at the MBTA Sullivan
station reported a suspicious device on an
Interstate 98 ramp. Around noon, calls
reported similar devices in Boston,
Cambridge, and Somerville.
Throughout the city, news of the first
suspected bomb and the following ones
quickly spread, causing a panic. Federal,
state, and Boston police specialists, bomb
experts, and anti-terrorism forces were
quickly deployed and numerous roads,
bridges, and public transportation lines
were shut down.
“Until we knew exactly what the device
was, or more importantly what it was not,
the mood was one of apprehension, antici
pation and cautious optimism,” said
Lieutenant Salvatore L. Venturelli of the
Boston MBTA Transit Police.
“When we confirmed that the device at
Sullivan was not an explosive device,
everyone was relieved,” he said, noting
that police were “still investigating
motives for placing such a device” at the
time. “When more devices started appear
ing throughout the city, the apprehension
level rose again,” he said. “But it quickly
subsided when the nefarious scheme was
finally revealed.”
The devices were about the size of a lap
top with wires hanging from the sides and
batteries encased in black duct tape. They
were treated as dangerous until, according
to The Boston Globe, one of them was
moved into a darker area where the charac
ter’s image could be seen in bright color.
The image was then recognized as a car
toon character, and police were able to
conclude that it was probably a publicity
stunt.
The sinister character turned out to be a
“Mooninite” from the late-night cartoon
show Aqua Teen Hunger Force, which is
run on The Cartoon Network’s late pro
gramming block “Adult Swim.” The signs
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What do you think about
climate scientists’ claims
that the White House
pressured them to tone down
their findings?

Zebbler.com

An advertising stunt for the late-night cartoon, “Aqua Teen Hunger Force,” left
Boston city officials scrambling to diffuse what they feared could be explosives
placed on buildings and bridges throughout the city.
were part of a nationwide marketing cam cause as much panic as in Boston. It is
likely that the different reactions are due to
paign for the program.
Peter Berdovsky, 27, and Sean Stevens, the different placements of the signs.
In Boston, the advertisements were
28, were arrested for and charged with
placing a hoax device in a way that causes placed on or near major highways, bridges,
panic and disorderly conduct. If convicted, and public transportation centers. In other
they could each face up to five years in jail. cities, however, they were placed in more
The two men were hired by the advertising trendy areas where frequenters might bet
ter recognize recognize the cartoon charac
agency Interference, Inc.
Turner Broadcasting System (TBS), ter.
Two other incidents of suspicious pack
parent company of The Cartoon Network,
assumed full responsibility for the results ages were called in on Wednesday morn
of the panic on Thursday, Feb. 1.
ing contributing to Boston's elevated
On Monday, TBS announced that it will response.
pay $2 million in compensation. Half that
Many city officials are applauding
amount will cover the costs of the police Boston’s response to the suspected bombs.
responses. The other $1 million is “good Said Venturelli: “The MBTATransit Police
will funds,” which are to be divided among Department, Boston Police and Fire
Emergency
Medical
the state, the MBTA, the Coast Guard, Departments,
Boston, Somerville, and Cambridge for Services, MBTA Transportation and
Departments
and
homeland security and emergency pre Maintenance
Massachusetts State Police worked in uni
paredness.
The advertisements were placed in nine son to deal with this emergency in an
other major U.S. cities, yet they did not expert manner.”

“I think it’s weird that the
government would pressure
scientists. The scientists would know
more about the climate than the
government.”
Kristen O'Malley ’09

“It honestly sounds like a conspiracy
theory to me.”

Bridget Barrett ’07

White House may have censored scientists
by

Sarah Vaz ’07

World Editor

It may not be surprising that Phil
Cooney is employed by oil-giant
ExxonMobil—he was previously a suc
cessful lobbyist for the American
Petroleum Institute. What
NEWS
may surprise some about his
ANALYSIS resume, however, is that in
between these two positions,
he served as chief of staff at the White
House Council on Environmental Quality.
Now, Cooney stands at the center of
allegations that government climate scien
tists have been pressured to tone down
their reports.
“Our investigations found high-quality
science struggling to get out,” said
Francesca Grifo, on behalf of watchdog
group Union of Concerned Scientists. Her
testimony was given to members of the
House Oversight and Government Reform
Committee as part of the new Congress’
first investigative hearing of the session.
According to the Associated Press, the
hearing centered around charges that the
White House has been “micromanaging
the government’s climate programs,” in
effect controlling what their scientists are
allowed to reveal to the public.
Chairman of the committee, Rep Henry
Waxman, (D-Calif.), has been an ardent
critic of the Bush administration’s environ
mental policies. He labeled the testimony
as further evidence that “there may have
been an orchestrated campaign to mislead
the public about climate change.”
Dominating the hearing was a survey of

279 government climate scientists con
ducted by private advocacy groups.
Many of the scientists indicated on the
survey that they have been subjected to
political pressure to play down the climate
threat, saying they were warned not to use
the phrase “global warming,” encouraged
to raise uncertainty on climate issues most
scientists agree upon, and even prevented
from speaking to the media.
Also included were separate interviews
with scientists, such as Rick Piltz, a former
U.S. government scientist who said his
2005 resignation was a result of pressure to
temper his findings on global warming. He
told the committee that Cooney actively
and openly challenged the consequences
of global warming during his tenure.
“His edits of program reports, which
had been drafted and approved by career
science program managers, had the cumu
lative effect of adding an enhanced sense
of scientific uncertainty,” Piltz said,
adding that all documents on climate
change required his approval.
Also testifying was Drew Shindell, a
NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies
climate scientist, who agreed that he and
his colleagues were dissuaded from speak
ing to the media about their research.
Shindell said before NASA eased these
restraints, interview requests from the
media would - be directed to the White
House for consideration, at which point
they would be turned away or delayed.
Shindell himself authored a study that pre
dicted significant warming in Antarctica
and complained that a news release
announcing his findings was “repeatedly

delayed, altered, and watered down” at the
behest of the White Flouse.
Almost simultaneously, the other cham
ber of Congress was also discussing cli
mate change policy at a special hearing
called by Sen. Barbara Boxer, (D-Calif.)
At the hearing, the Senate’s presidential
hopefuls, including Hillary Rodham
Clinton, (D-N.Y.) Barack Obama (D-I11-),
and John McCain, (R-Ariz.), forcefully
expressed why they believe Congress must
act decisively to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
Officials from the Bush administration
were not called to testify at either hearing.
President Bush has said he acknowledges
global warming as a concern, but sees for
mal emissions caps on greenhouse gases as
too costly to the economy.
Similar conflicts of interest may well
persist despite Cooney’s departure.
Recently, the president signed an executive
order stating that each federal agency have
a regulatory policy office run by a political
appointee of his choice.
ExxonMobil, Cooney’s current employ
er, was singled out by the Union of
Concerned Scientists as the most brazen
offender among oil corporations, having
knowingly disseminated false scientific
claims about climate change.
The union issued a report in January
claiming that ExxonMobil paid at least
$16 million during a seven-year period to
more than 40 groups that promote climate
skepticism. While Great Britain has asked
the corporation to stop funding such mis
leading organizations, the United States
has takenno such action as of yet.

“They lied about Iraq. Why wouldn’t
they lie about global warming?”

Caitlyn MacAllister ’07 &
AJ Politelli ’07

“If the president said it, it has to be
true. You shouldn't cut and run.”
Pete Meegan ’08

Compiled by Julianne Spohrer ’07
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Week in Review
Brett Corrigan ’09

Officer refuses to deploy
By Sarah Vaz ’07
World Editor

Ehren Watada thinks the Iraq war is ille
gal and immoral. What makes him differ
ent from any other anti-war protester, how
ever, is that he is a first lieutenant in the
U.S. Army—and has refused to serve a
tour in Iraq.
Watada, 28, also refused conscientious
objector status, saying he would have
fought in Afghanistan if called to serve
there. His supporters, including celebrity
Sean Penn and many high profile anti-war
veterans, have praised his stance and con
tend that he is the first commissioned offi
cer to publicly refuse to fight in Iraq.
Army Sgt. Kevin Benderman was the
first enlisted man to do so. He was sen
tenced to 13 months in prison and given a
dishonorable discharge for his refusal.
The U.S. government began its case
against Watada this week, accusing the
officer of making “disgraceful” comments
and abandoning his unit. While both pros
ecution and defense laid out their cases
before the seven-member panel of officers,
Eric Seitz, Watada’s lawyer, said there are
no real facts to dispute, other than why
Watada chose not to deploy.
Judge Lt. Col. John Head declared the
proceeding a mistrial, however, ruling that
Watada did not understand the legal mean
ing of the statement of fact he had signed
during talks with the prosecution.
The defense had hoped to prove
Watada’s claim that the war is illegal as
part of its strategy, but Judge Head denied

that motion, saying it was not a matter for
the military court to decide.
The prosecution was expected to argue
that the videotaped statement released by
Watada at the time of his decision over
stepped bounds of propriety. The prosecu
tion also plans to argue that Watada had
previously agreed to allow the matter to be
handed internally but instead produced and
released a tape.
According to the Associated Press, in
the taped statement Watada argued that
“the wholesale slaughter and mistreatment
of Iraqis is not only a terrible and moral
injustice, but it’s a contradiction to the
Army’s own law of land warfare. My par
ticipation would make me a party to war
crimes.”
For this and other statements, Watada
also faces charges of conduct unbecoming
an officer following public comments he
made encouraging fellow soldiers to
“throw down their weapons” in order to
resist the authoritarian government at
home.
The defense’s strategy was again reject
ed by the judge, who ruled that the com
ments were not protected by free speech
under the U.S. constitution, as there are
limits to the speech of an officer.
“He was acting out of his own con
science. He was not compelling anyone to
act out,” Seitz said.
Watada’s guilt or innocence will be
evaluated at a new trial in March on the
basis of whether his misconduct posed a
danger to the loyalty, discipline, mission
and morale of the troops.

International
NATO forces kill Taliban member
NATO announced on Monday that
Abdul Ghafour, a key leader of a Taliban
militant group, was killed on Sunday after
a targeted air strike that hit while he was
driving his car. The attack came the same
day that a new American general, Dan
McNeill, took command of NATO forces
in the area.
McNeill, who replaced British Gen.

The World News

-

Pop Quiz!

Science/Technology
Female astronaut breaks time record
NASA reported on Sunday, Feb. 4, that
U.S. astronaut Sunita Willaims completed
a seven-hour spacewalk that enabled her to
achieve the record for most time in space
by a female.
A native of Needham, Mass., Williams
set a new record at 22 hours and 27 min
utes, surpassing the previous record of 21
hours set by Kathryn Thorton.
Also participating in the spacewalk was
American astronaut Michael LopezAlegria, who became third on the list for
the most time spacewalking, and is expect
ed to surpass the overall record of 58 hours
by the end of February.

Think fast!
Can you identify all of these
newsmakers?

ab

F

David Richards, brings a different point of
view regarding violence control in the
area. Just a week earlier, the Taliban
attacked the center of the southern Afghan
district in an attempt to threaten tribal eld
ers.
According to NATO, its International
Security Assistance Forces (IASF) were
also assisted by the Afghan government
with the logistics of the attack.
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If you answered all nine correctly, and enjoy forming

complete sentences, we want you on our staff!
Pick up a writer's application in lower Slavin, room G05.

Answers: (A) California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, (B) Prince William of Wales,

National
Teen counter-sues record industry
A White Plains, N.Y., teen has
announced that he will counter-sue the
Recording Industry Association of
America (RIAA) after a lawsuit was filed
against him, as well as his mother and sis
ter.
Robert Santangelo, 16, claims that the
five RIAA recording companies that filed
a lawsuit against his mother in 2005 for
copyright infringement are now wrongful
ly suing him as well.
Santangelo argues that he never illegal-

ly downloaded music or sent music to oth
ers but that he and his family had actually
owned all of the music on CDs that were
found on the family’s computer. As a
result, he is counter-suing RIAA for a
wrongful lawsuit that his attorney claims is
damaging the boy’s reputation, distract
ing him from school, and costing him legal
fees.”
Michelle Santangelo, his sister, has also
been sued, and because she failed to
respond to the suit, she was ordered to pay
$30,750. According to the RIAA Web site,
“the online infringement of copyrighted
music can be punished by up to three years
in prison and $250,000 in fines.”

Dictator Kim Jong II, (F) Talk Show Host Oprah Winfrey, (G) Actress America Ferrera, (H)

The Providence school district, for
example, reported 53.5 percent of their
students were not meeting reading stan
dards appropriate for their grade level.
The state is now hoping to implement
a new plan, so that by 2011 all students in
the state reading below their grade level
will be able to receive personal literacy
plans to bring them up to speed.
Consequently, educators hope to
decrease frustration among students—and
potentially raise the 84.95 percent
statewide graduation rate.

(C) Vice President Dick Cheney, (D) Microsoft founder Bill Gates, (E) North Korean

Local
Concerns in Rhode Island schools
With 28.7 percent of Rhode Island stu
dents reading below their grade level,
Rhode Island’s Department of Education
announced new initiatives to expand inter
vention for students who need advanced
reading support.
In an interview with The Providence
Journal, Rhode Island’s deputy commis
sioner of education spoke about these new
methods called “personal literacy plans,”
saying that they “have the potential to do
what we want, which is to interrupt the
practice of passing kids on through grade
levels when they really can’t read.”
According to state standards, the aver
age fourth grader should be reading
approximately 130-175 words per minute
and progressing to about 235-270 words
per minute by the completion of eighth
grade.
Although the state is still fairing better
than the national average, with 37 percent
of students in the United States reading
below their grade level, DOE officials are
more concerned with the trend of literacy
problems focused in urban areas.

by

Queen Elizabeth II of England, (I) Keifer Sutherland as Jack Bauer.

Compiled

Venezuela’s president granted complete power over country’s legislature
By Jim Hanrahan ’09
Asst. World Editor

Venezuela’s president, Hugo Chavez,
was granted a controversial new power last
week, which he may use to dramatically
change the Latin American country’s gov
ernment and economy.
A new law in the country has empow
ered Chavez with the authority to rule by
decree for the next 18 months.
This will allow Chavez to directly influ
ence economic and governmental issues as
well as social policies that he views as vital
in attaining his vision of a socialist state.
The vote was taken by a pro-Chavez
Venezuelan legislature in the capital city of
Caracas. With this decision, the legislature
delineated a few of the 11 areas of govern
ment Chavez will control, including public
safety, territorial arrangement, energy, and
national security.
His supporters were jubilant that
Chavez has now been granted further
power. Cilia Flores, president of the
National Assembly, told The New York
Times that the move was “an instrument of
the people and for the people.” Flores
stressed the policy’s ability to enact laws

more quickly without the debate of the leg
islative process, which can be time con
suming.
Venezuelan Chavez supporters do not
see much of a difference between this and
the executive order signed by President
George W. Bush of the United States,
which gives him the power to appoint
someone to oversee regulatory policy in
each office of the federal bureaucracy.
As many Venezuelans see Chavez as
somewhat of a self-made man, supporters
see the policy as an opportunity rather than
something to be feared. Carlos Alarcon, a
social worker for the Caracas government,
told The New York Times, “Chavez doesn’t
want power. . . He just wants to help peo
ple. He came from below.”
Critics of the move have responded with
equal disdain, quickly labeling it the
“enabling law.” Mexico’s president, Felipe
Calderon, issued a statement last week
which was an indirect critique of the meas
ure. In the statement, Calderon warned
against nationalization dictatorships in
Latin America.
The scope of this new power has many
Americans following these developments
as well. Bret Roussel ’09 expressed con

cern for a similar action on U.S. soil, say
ing, “I think the legislative process elon
gates lawmaking for a reason; it’s a certain
failsafe against irrational decisions that
could pose temporary solutions but more
potent, long -term issues.”
Bob McMurtry ’09 said how he felt
about the recent measure, “if he has been
granted the power by the legislature then it
is legitimate, but if a rule by decree was
ever proposed here, it wouldn’t pass
because the people would have it and
Congress wouldn’t let it pass, because it’s
not American.”
In an interview with Fox News last
week, Bush said he is “concerned with the
undermining of Democratic institutions. . .
And we’re working to help prevent that
from happening.” Chavez later responded
by saying that “[Bush] is more dangerous
than a monkey with a razor blade.”
In the history of governmental legisla
ture, a rule by decree is usually associated
with dictators and absolute monarchs.
With a rule by decree, the creation and
enacting of a law comes under the control
of one small group or person. This rule is
common when a martial law has been
issued. Ruling by decree can be highly

efficient, bypassing a lengthy legislative
process as well as all debate. It is, howev
er, commonly linked to corruption.
Defending his now more powerful posi
tion, Chavez made a point to highlight the
“real tyranny” in the world, the one that is
led by perhaps his toughest critic, Bush. At
a news conference last Thursday, Feb. 2,
Chavez stressed that the power will now be
Venezuela’s and not solely his. “The peo
ple gave me the power I have, and it’s
within the framework of a constitution,”
Chavez told the Associated Press. He later
mentioned his contempt for Bush again
saying, “I wish the people of the United
States had the power to call a recall refer
endum. . . The U.S. president would be
gone immediately.”
As a new door of opportunity has now
opened for Chavez, he is planning to not
only to rewrite dozens of laws, but also to
nationalize the country’s leading telephone
company, the electric industry, and lucra
tive oil and natural gas projects. He has
said that the nationalizing will be confined
to “strategic areas” of the country. Chavez
later told the Associated Press, “There are
no reasons of any kind for the Venezuelan
people to be afraid.”

10 The Cowl

Advertisement

February 8±

Tired of waiting for the
news to come to you?

Then help us
search it out.
Come pick up an application in
The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Or, e-mail a news tip to:
thecowl@providence.edu

Cowl

Commentary
Feburary 8, 2007

My, what an
interesting
consistency

Explosive advertising in Boston
‘Aqua Teen ’ creating a false sense of security post-9/11
by

by

Laura Bedrossian ’07

Kristina Reardon ’08

Associate Editor-in-Chief

Commentary Editor

SOCIETY

CAMPUS
Every year there seems to be a contro
versy over the production of Eve Ensler’s
The Vagina Monologues. With the current
Providence College administration, we
have seen that any question of whether the
play would be put on or not would be met
with a resounding no.
In fashion with last year’s decision,
College President Rev. Brian J. Shanley,
O.P., has again banned the show’s produc
tion on campus. Last year, the student
body heard arguments and read the campus
wide e-mail explaining that the decision
was reached out of an effort to remain con
sistent with PC’s mission statement and
that such a production could not possibly
be allowed on campus due to the vulgar
content of Ensler’s work.
Whether or not I think the Monologues
should be put on has nothing to do with
why I am writing this. I completely under
stand why Father Shanley would make
such a move. I respect his decision, even
the second time around. But while I say
that, I find it difficult to grasp why the
Monologues cannot be run when other stu
dent groups are allowed to have an open
viewing of Animal House (though I love
that film). How is the flagrant drunken
ness and even the rape scene, appropriate
to show on campus when the Monologues
is not? Some may argue that students did
n’t have to watch the movie, but it was still
sponsored in the same manner that the
Monologues would be.
It is also interesting to see that while the
mission of PC is committed to education,
efforts are being put into building a new
gym. We obviously need updated facilities
on campus, which can easily be seen if you
are a frequenter of our current gym, but
there are certainly academic areas that
need updating and special attention.
Students could certainly use lengthened
library and computer lab hours which pale
in comparison to those available at other
schools. “Quality teaching and scholar
ship” is difficult to foster when you get
kicked out of your study area at by the
flickering lights at 1:00 a.m. Forget frying
to study in the library on a Friday or
Saturday night; it closes even earlier on
these two days. We are seeing some
progress, since the library recently extend
ed its hours from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Are the “traditions” notorious for the
high consumption of alcohol and drunken
ness, as well as encouraging the spending
of exorbitant amounts of money, evi
denced by the ticket prices alone, part of
the mission statement? I can’t deny that I
went to Junior Ring Weekend and had, for
the most part, a fabulous time—but the
entire event seemed so extravagant and did
not seem to be an event I would think
would be endorsed by PC or the Catholic
Church. As much as it pains me to admit
it, I found that the event did not even come
close to being compatible with the fact that
PC “prepares its students to be responsible
and productive citizens to serve in their
society .. .” If you have ever gone to JRW
Club Night, you know exactly what I am
talking about—especially when someone
lost control of his or her bladder on the bus
ride back.
I am not trying to attack any group or
event on campus. In my own opinion,
however, there are many inconsistencies
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I was safe in Providence last
Wednesday—safe in the oblivion of read
ing novels for class and writing papers
about literature. Just one state away, how
ever, panic consumed an entire city.
By the time I found out about the bomb
scare in Boston last week, it was over.
Distracted by my schoolwork and college
obligations, I rely on phone calls from my
mother to update me on the news. She had
a mouthful to tell me that day: Police had
been out all day detonating supposed
bombs throughout the city, and while the
fear of a terrorist attack had subsided, the
state was at a loss, searching for answers.
Why would any company, as a joke or
not, put devices all around a major city—a
city from which the 9/11 planes took off,
no less—that could be mistaken for
bombs? It was wholly irresponsible, 1 ini
tially thought, and utterly ridiculous that
Turner Broadcasting System (TBS) didn’t
attempt to let local Boston authorities
know earlier in the day that the electronic
blinking devices placed in strategic loca
tions around Boston were in fact cartoon
characters, not bombs.
Since that day, I have not changed my
opinion regarding Turner’s lack of respon
sibility regarding the issue, and I don’t
think the police overreacted in the situa
tion—but I do hope that no one in this

country was lulled into a false sense of what he was doing was not an actual news
security at seeing what some call the best report, despite the fact that it may seem
example of homeland security in action.
ridiculous that anyone would ever believe
This only made me think—as I’m sure such a thing.
countless others did—of Orson Welles’
And if someone mistook the devices for
famous 1938 radio broadcast of H.G. bombs and called the police, then the
Wells’ The War of the Worlds. Welles police responded accordingly—and it’s
scared the entire country into a panic, TBS that should have reacted sooner. An
“reporting” horrible destruction of an inva apology was issued at 4:30 p.m.—far too
sion of the country by aliens through his late, in my opinion, to stop the scare,
adapted radio broadcast of the novel into a which began at 8:00 a.m., and didn’t calm
news report—and didn’t let anyone know until after 2:00 or 3:00 p.m., when a police
until the show was over that his broadcast analyst recognized the character and con
was fictionalized.
cluded it was a publicity stunt.
Looking back, Welles was just telling a
Admittedly, Turner is attempting to
story in a new way, and who can fault him make reparations by agreeing to pay for
for that? Who would have thought the the cost of the response to the scare, and
country would fall for such a ploy—actu taking out page ads in The Boston Globe
ally buying into the notion of aliens attack and The Boston Herald apologizing to cit
ing the globe? Who would have thought it izens and expressing regret for “the hard
would cause such a commotion? There ships experienced as a result of this inci
was no need, from the outset, to announce dent.”
a disclaimer before the show aired saying
But this response should have come ear
that what was to be broadcasted would be lier, and we can hold Turner accountable
fiction.
for that much—regardless of whether we
And, by the same token, can we fault can look back in retrospect and say that a
TBS and the Cartoon Network for trying a panic was merited or unmerited.
new marketing technique—guerilla mar
Yet, aside from Turner’s initial irrespon
keting—to attract attention to their shows? sibility in the matter, and aside from the
Not really. A closer look at the electronic Boston area’s quick response to the scare,
blinking devices show a clear image of a we should not be lured into a false sense of
cartoon character, something I personally security.
would not have mistaken for a bomb,
In some ways, this was a good example
despite the fact that I’ve never seen, or of Boston’s ability to deal with potential
heard of, the show they were supposed to bomb threats or terrorist attacks. But we
promote.
should not rest easy as a result—and we
But that’s not the point. But Welles is must ask again: Where is Osama bin
not fault-free and neither is TBS. What we Laden? How safe are we really if a cartoon
can fault Welles for is not clarifying mid
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broadcast, when he saw the panic, that

Hollywood is responsible, not Hallmark
by

Shannon Obey ’08

Asst. Commentary Editor

CULTURE

When 1 was a little tot, my mom gave
my brother, my sister, and me affectionate
nicknames. My brother got “Pumpkin
Pie,” my sister got “Rosebud,” and as for
me, I was her “Little Valentine.” Having
this name bestowed on me at such a young
age has, of course, embedded in me some
sort of fondness for “my special day.”
When I was younger I blocked out when
my brother and sister would also get
Valentine’s Day cards and pretended that it
was only me, the “little valentine,” who
really deserved them.
Even in college, my parents will make
the extraordinarily long drive of 40 minutes
just to bring me some chocolates and/or
flowers and brighten up the busy in work,
uneventful in love, day. Year after year I
continue to wear a little red . . . OK, a lot
of red, and imagine someone coming up to
me and declaring his love after waiting all
year for this special day to roll around.
Come 11:59 p.m. though, half my
chocolates are gone, I’ve gained about 10
lbs., and I’ve borrowed The Notebook so I
can get depressed before heading off to
bed. So why do I still like this holiday, you
may be asking? It’s quite simple. How
could I possibly hate poor St. Valentine? It
is not his fault. He did nothing wrong to
receive my wrath. After all, we do share
the same name. I have even learned to
expect the tragedy of Cupid not doing the
only job he has, not to mention he is too
cute to despise.

But a lot of people do hate St.
Valentine’s sacred day and are looking for
someone to blame. If not St. Valentine,
then who should we blame? Some blame
the Hershey’s and Hallmark companies for
their Valentine’s Day blues, saying that
this holiday was conceived as a marketing
ploy. This could very well have been the
case, but I do not think it’s the holiday
itself or dishing out hundreds of dollars
that really bugs us.

... Every girl watching
those movies is picturing herself as
the main character and the guy of
her dreams as the male lead. And
guys wonder why we all start
picking out curtains the second one
of them dares make eye contact.
It is all the expectations that go into the
day that always seem to be crushed as twi
light approaches. Yes, you can blame
Hershey’s and Hallmark for this, but I
blame Hollywood and the movie industry.
Since we were little girls, we imagined
to be swept off our feet by our very own
Prince Charming, instantly falling in love
and having the love reciprocated at first
sight. And boys, I can only assume you’ve
imagined the perfect Cinderella suddenly
appearing before you, offering the chance
to chase her and her glass slipper (who
doesn’t like a good chase after all?), final
ly allowing you to be her knight in shining
armor and marry her in the end. These
story book endings have, through movies,
been instilled in us since age five.
Even today, Hollywood relies on this

concept. Think about it. Girls: Your typical
chick flick consists of a girl given up on
romance where boy meets girl, boy sweeps
girl off feet, girl makes wrong choice but
in the end always ends up with the right
guy, who lovingly takes her back despite
flaws. Does this happen in real life? Nope.
And yet, every girl watching those movies
is picturing herself as the main character
and the guy of her dreams as the male lead.
And guys wonder why we all start picking
out curtains the second one of them dares
to make eye contact.
Although 1 can’t speak for all guys out
there, some of you must be picturing your
selves as “that guy;” the one who appears
tough but is really misunderstood and a
gentleman for that one girl who under
stands you. Hollywood portrays love as
being about perfection but the truth is that
the “Hollywood ending” rarely occurs.
In the car ride back to school last week
end, my mother and I were discussing this
very topic. Everyone thinks he or she will
be swept off his or her feet by Ms. /Mr.
Right and waits around until this happens,
my mother said. It’s so stupid. Love is not
like that. It’s not about finding Mr. Right,
but about finding Mr. All right and seeing
what comes of it, she said. Although these
words may not have been perfect, and I
may have paraphrased, they made sense.
So, this year, I’m still going to wear my
red, chow down on chocolates, and gain 10
lbs., but instead of waiting around to see if
Allie decides to choose Noah or Lon for
the ninth time, I say screw the Hollywood
chick flick! They are destroying my sacred
day. 1 plan to not mention love in general
and watch Saw 111 instead. 1 suggest you to
do the same.

Commentary

12 The Cowl

Letters to the Editor:

by

Democrats don’t support terrorism either
This letter is in response to the out
landish political commentary in an article
written by Mark Scirocco ’ 10 in the Feb. 1
issue of The Cowl. I simply cannot keep
my mouth shut. Obviously, back in 2003
and 2004, many people rallied behind the
idea of the war in Iraq. But that war was
won in a matter of months, when Hussein
was captured and Iraq liberated.
Circumstances have changed, and it is not
surprising (and certainly not hypocritical)
that peoples’ views have changed.
Now it is 2007 and “sectarian violence,”
as the government insists on calling it—
better known to the average American as
“civil war”—has done nothing but pro
longed our stay in an unstable nation.
Thousands of our troops, not to mention
thousands of Iraqi civilians, have been
killed wantonly. Democrats are not dis
agreeing with Bush for the mere fun of
opposing him. Despite what Scirocco
thinks, even Democrats are against terror
ism. However, it has since been estab
lished that bin Laden and Hussein had no
ties.
In Sept. 2006, according to

PC: Consistency
continued from page 11
with the events and clubs currently
allowed on campus and the sentiment of
our mission statement. Most significantly,
groups notorious for hazing or trashing
campus property have “traditions” that are
still allowed to live on. Everyone includ

ing Bush more important than the greater
good of doing what is necessary to fight
terrorism.”
Last time I checked, there were no ter
rorists in Iraq until we made it a virtual ter
rorist utopia by invading without any kind
of rebuilding strategy, thus creating all
kinds of chaos that has made it easy for ter
rorists to infiltrate the country. Regrettably,
the war in Iraq is only now part of the war
on terror because of the situation our reck
less commander-in-chief has created there.
And lastly, Scirocco claims that Democrats
are obstructing Bush at the expense of our
country’s well being. Even if this were
true, would this be any different from
when Republicans diverted huge amounts
of time and effort away from truly impor
tant issues to ensure President Clinton's
impeachment for cheating on his wife in an
effort to smear the Democratic Party and
enhance its own political agenda? I think
not. I suggest that if Scirocco wants to
point out politicians’ deceitfulness and
their self-serving desires, he look equally
at both sides of the equation.
—Scott Malloy ’09

ing myself has inconsistencies, and I am
not trying to induce the administration to
ban all student activities or groups—I am
simply trying to raise some issues and
challenge my peers to take a closer look at
what happens here at PC, and more impor
tantly, challenge our school to do what it
says it does—follow the mission of the
College.
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TVnewslies.org, Senator Pat Roberts (RKansas) and two GOP committee members
disclosed this information: “The CIA
learned in late Sept. 2002 from a highlevel member of Saddam Hussein’s inner
circle that Iraq had no past or present con
tact with Osama bin Laden and that the
Iraqi leader considered bin Laden an
enemy of the Baghdad regime ...”
The mere thought that Democrats are
allowing terrorism by protecting national
interests and wanting to spare American
lives is preposterous. As of Jan. 12, 2007,
Bush’s approval rating was at a meager 32
percent according to Kansascity.com.
Similarly, The New York Times/CBS News
poll, as of Nov. 1, 2006, only 29 percent of
the people are pleased with the way Bush
is handling the war in Iraq. And if the
Democrats are merely standing in the way
of an omniscient leader, why is there an
overwhelmingly bi-partisan movement to
reject Bush’s installment of an additional
21,500 troops?

Dancing around the issue
After reading Mark Scirocco ’ 10’s com
mentary on the political left’s “deceitful
dance” in Washington, I felt it was impor
tant to address and decry the obvious right
wing bias of the author. Granted, this was
a commentary piece and it is, the goal of
such a work to voice the writer's opinion,
but it is false and ridiculous to imply that
only the liberal side of government politics
in Washington is hypocritical or deceptive.
We need only look as far as our own
president for an example of deceit on the
opposite side of the isle. When we were
sold on the idea of going to war with Iraq,
we were told by the Bush Administration
that Iraq was an “imminent” threat because
it had weapons of mass destruction that it
intended to use on the United States, which
we all know turned out to be an utter fab
rication.
Now, instead of admitting a mistake and
apologizing to the American people, all the
talk out of the Bush White House quickly
turned to declaring that the mission was
somehow to liberate Iraq and remove
Saddam Hussein, neither of which were
ever the primary reasons we were told for
going to war. Scirocco says in his article
that democrats “have considered obstruct-
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Circulations: Diane Hudak ’07, Daniel
Murphy ’07, Brian Calnan ’07, Daniel Herr ’07

Moderator: Mr. Richard F. Kless

Many of Providence College’s traditions can
be traced back to hallowed antiquity.

Tangents and Tirades
Breaking Biden. Last week, Sen. Joseph Biden of Delaware announced that he would
be seeking the 2008 Democratic Presidential nomination. Prior to that announcement,
however, Biden told The New York Observer his thoughts about Sen. Barak Obama,
another Democratic presidential hopeful. Biden said, “I mean, you got the first main
stream African-American who is articulate and bright and clean and a nice-looking
guy...” Shockingly, Biden’s comment has not received as harsh a response as I would
have anticipated by the mainstream media. The logic seems to be that because Biden is
a Democrat he is permitted to make derogatory comments about African-Americans.
Republicans like Trent Lott, however, who several years ago complimented a retiring
Strom Thurmon, are held to task for their “racist” comments. As long as the Left has the
media on its side, it’s virtually immune from any form of criticism.—Mark Scirocco ’10

Pantless in Providence. The weather channel said to expect 17 degree weather with 40
m.p.h. winds, bringing the temperature down to -10 degrees, so I bundled up: leggings
under my jeans with ski socks over those, long-sleeved shirt, sweatshirt, Northface jack
et, scarf, and mittens, all topped off with my hat to contain all that heat. I thought I was
dressed appropriately, although I will admit, not very fashionably. To me, however, fash
ion comes after warmth. Apparently, this is not a concern of some. I walked into my the
ology class, the ball of warmth I was, and the first thing I saw was my fellow classmate
in shorts. No, he had not just come from the gym. These were khaki shorts that 1 did not
expect to lay eyes on again until April at least. I was surprised but 1 suppose those are his
legs that they will be amputated after I get frostbite. I thought that would be the only
absurdity I would see that day, but no. Fashion trumped warmth for one girl walking in
the Smith Center direction. I understand that the European “long shirt and leggings” look
is in right now, but for God’s sake and mine, please wear more clothes. I am cold just
looking at both of you with no pants on. If you refuse, could we possibly work out a plan
so that I don’t see either of you? We’ll be in touch.—Shannon Obey ’08
Have you seen the chalk talk? One percent... are you willing? Ever wondered what
it meant? A small group of students were inspired by a homily given by Rev. John Paul
Walker O.P. at the beginning of the school year. During his 10:30 p.m. Last Chance Mass
homily, Father Walker challenged students to give one percent of their time, energy, or
money to a cause that meant something to them. He crunched some numbers during this
talk, showing listeners just how far one percent could go, if everyone participated.
Garrett Owen ’08 spearheaded the project. The cause is homelessness in Rhode Island.
Can we as a community give our time, energy, and money to helping the less fortunate?
If you would like to get involved, stay tuned for upcoming events around campus—or
just contact Gowen08@providence.edu. Are you willing to give just one percent?
—Betsy Rouleau ’08
Where have all the snowflakes gone? In a nutshell, this winter has sucked. Whenever
we get hit with snow, it has completely melted away within an hour, and I have not been
able to skip class even once using the snow as an excuse. Even in Vermont during the
two weeks I spent there during Christmas vacation there was not a single snowfall and I,
instead, found myself hiking in 60-degree weather. Many people say that the lack of
snow is due to global warming, but when you consider the obscene amount of snow that
blanketed has Colorado throughout the past few months, it is hard to know what the heck
is going on. I haven’t even gotten to snowboard yet this season, and reminiscing about
the snowday Providence College students got two years ago due to the three feet of snow
makes this winter so much worse.—Aiden Redmond ’08

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let
ters to the editor from all members of the
Providence College community, as well as outside
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name,
signature, and a phone number where he or she
can be reached. Articles will be printed as space
permits. Letters should be no more than 250
words in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length, and only one will be
published per week. The Cowl editorial board and
its administrative supervisors reserve the right to
edit articles for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you specifically
wish to remain unchanged, please inform the
Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the editor are the

opinions of the writer only and do not reflect the
viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed
to The Cowl office no later than 5 p.m. on the
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to
Box 2981 Providence, RI 02918; fax to 401-8651202; submit online at www.thecowl.com, e-mail
to thecowl@providence.edu; or hand deliver to
The Cowl Office in Slavin G05. Call 401-856-2241
with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to :
The Cowl, Providence College, Providence,
Rhode Island 02918.
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The Heart of the Matter
by

Kelly Jones ’07

by

Commentary Staff

Opinion 1: Ditch the Dutch treat
inism and the near globalization of dating
ability, going Dutch has surfaced and
resurfaced as an international practice. So
if your date is Swedish, Roman, or not a
really big fan of men in general, you’d bet
ter let her pay. Really, when was the last
time Wikipedia gave you faulty dating
advice?

Where would the women’s lib move
ment be if I were to let you pay for my
steak tartar?! Let’s stop this public farce—
after all, the waitress is a working woman,
just like most women these days. She
knows I could fork over the dough if nec
essary. Why don’t you believe me?
This is a public service announcement
to all those traditional male dates out there
who are sweating over receiving the bill on
Valentine’s Day: If you and your date have
already exchanged presents, let her pay for
her half of the celebratory meal. She’s a
big girl; she can handle it. After all, you’ve
already expressed your feelings with
longer-lasting material goods (DVDs, jew
elry, promises to stop snoring—that’s
material if it’s really serious, right?), so
why would you spend extra on something
that she’s just going to ignore in favor of
eavesdropping on the neighboring couple’s
dinner conversation and end up digesting
in 40 minutes anyway?
Valentine’s Day is about couples, and
singles trying to become couples. They
should start off on the right foot with a
sense of equality. Pay for your own portion
of the meal. Date #1 can buy the movie
tickets, while Date #2 buys the popcorn,
drinks, Sour Patch Kids, SnoCaps—you
get the idea. He can pay for cab fare to the
restaurant; she can pay the cab fare home.
Really, it’s just good practice for an
equal relationship and eventually may help
when splitting the goods after a divorce.
The point is, Valentine’s Day is about you
as a plural entity—would it really be fair to
make one date’s financial situation suffer
just to prove their love? Everyone has a
birthday for those times they want to be
treated differently: Valentine’s Day is your
opportunity to be treated the same.
Silliness aside, this method by which
everyone pays for his or her own meal is at
least widely enough accepted to be defined
on Wikipedia.com: ‘“Going Dutch’ is
slang term that means that each person eat
ing at a restaurant or paying admission for
entertainment pays for himself or herself,
rather than one person paying for every
one. It is also called ‘Dutch date’ or ‘Dutch
treat.’” Since the numerous waves of fem

In 1920, women received the right to
vote. Why that was necessary I am not
sure, other than the fact that in future elec
tions, perhaps Barack Obama will see my
heart-shaped ballots and decide to leave
his wife. Following the passage of the 19th
Amendment, women have been pressing
for silly things like equal wages with men
and burning their bras left and right.

(Note: Written opinions not necessarily to be taken seriously.)

If you would like to see a topic of your choice addressed, and not that of the
Commentary editor’s, e-mail us at CowlCommentary@yahoo.com

Some of you are saying, “OK. But what
about traditional etiquette and chivalry and
the generally accepted, static gender roles
in courting?” I’d respond with: Yes. You
have a point. Especially on Valentine’s
Day, dates should be making each other
feel special, or spoiled, or at least glad that
they are not dating someone else. But if
going Dutch doesn’t include that “special”
feeling, can’t you think of another way to
say “I love you” than slapping your debit
card down next to the dinner bill with a
look that says, “Honey, check it out. I’m
loaded. Doesn’t that make me terribly
masculine?”
Going Dutch works for same-sex cou
ples, as well. After all, if two women are
on a date, someone has to pay. This
Valentine’s, whether gay or straight, let’s
see everyone chip in on the cost of dinner.
Not only will this theory save everyone a
little green, but it will allow those nagging
Valentine’s obligations room for more
romantic activities than gastronomy. Go
ahead, handsome guy. Take me to the
restaurant that charges $109 a head—I’ll
prove it! Or anyway, I’m grown up enough
to ask my parents for money.

This is all well and good, but when my
Commentary editor, Laura Bedrossian ’07,
proposed that the staff debate over whether
women should split the bill on Valentine’s
Day, 1 needed to put my foot down and
stand up for men’s rights. Over the last
century, women have been tearing down
the patriarchal society that men have
worked so hard to establish, build up, and
defend. Someone has to be the voice for a
man’s right to chivalry against such a pre
posterous suggestion, and I intend to lead
the movement.
Valentine’s Day is a holiday steeped in
tradition. What some may not know is that
Cupid’s first arrow did not hit some
Roman guy’s heart; it hit his wallet, and he
has been lovingly paying for his goddess’
banquets ever since. King Arthur footed
the bill for Guinevere’s feast and flagon,
Romeo forked over the dough for Juliet’s
poison, and Ken wouldn’t hear of Barbie
paying for her own dream dinner. This is a
time-honored custom carried on from
cavemen to gentlemen that should not bow
to the ideas of the day.
With girls footing or splitting the bill, or
“going Dutch” as the feminists and the lib

erals are calling it, so much confusion
enters the situation. Who pays, the guy or
the girl? Should we split it down the mid
dle? Does either of us know enough math
to split it down the middle? Does that
affect the tip? 1 only brought a 20; do you
have change?
Um, no thanks.
The system works fine the way it is, and
it is a routine that everyone is familiar
with. The guy asks the girl out, they eat
their meal, the guy offers to pay, the girl
protests, the guy insists, the girl relents and
promises to pay the next time they go out,
the girl kisses the guy and he forgets all
about the 50 bucks he just dropped on din
ner. Rinse and repeat.
Moreover, girls have enough to deal
with on Valentine’s Day without having to
worry about money. We have to accept the
date, get ready, oftentimes pick the restau
rant, in some states choose between smok
ing and non-smoking; we have to decide
what we want to order, decide what you
want to order, rethink what we previously
wanted in favor of the reduced carb option,
etc. It’s an excessive amount of work!
Let’s keep it simple. Guys: Precede din
ner with the presentation of flowers and
chocolate. Girls: Order the most expensive
fruity drink on the menu. It’s Valentine’s
Day after all. Follow it up by ordering a
mid-priced meal to make up for the expen
sive drink. Insist on ordering one expen
sive dessert and two forks. Guys: Watch
your date eat two bites of her dessert
because she’s watching her weight. Ask for
the check. Pay. End of story. Enough said.
She’ll make it up to
you by getting you a
nice sweater and a
romantic mix CD
for your birthday.

GRAPHIC BY LAURA BEDROSSIAN '07

Shedding our country’s demons
by

Michael Rubin ’08

Commentary Staff

continued from page 11

CULTURE

character’s image can cause such an
extreme panic?
The incident has underscored the true
fear that has been inherent in our national
character since Sept. 11, 2001—something
authorities have been unable to calm or
suppress since that date.
TBS stepped up to take responsibility—
when will our government do likewise and
attempt to take responsibility for an inade
quate response to Sept. 11?

2: What else are men good for?

Should men and women split the bill on the
big Valentine's Day dinner date?

on the streets of
Boston last week

An image of the flashing devices show
the ATHF character Err, which many
mistook for bombs in Boston last week.
Since the incident, TBS has apologized
and agreed to pay reparations to the city '
of Boston for its troubles.

Opinion

In honor of Valentine’s Day:

Advertising: Fiasco

news.xinhuanet.com

Colleen Flynn ’07

Commentary Staff

'

I saw a news clip from 2001 of a young
woman, advocating federal funding for
embryonic stem cell research because it
might lead to a cure for the disease she suf
fered. I don’t remember her name, but
what she said, still haunts me: “You can
either be pro-life for an embryo, or you can
be pro-life for me.”
Those words express what is most trou
bling to me about the culture of death—its
invincible pessimism. When pro-life advo
cates suggest using stem cells from adults
or amniotic tissue (which have produced
all of the advances in stem cell research so
far), pro-choice activists dismiss these
options and insist that the only way we will
get cures for diabetes and the like is by
destroying newly-conceived lives.
Likewise, the pro-choice activists reject
the possibility of saving both mother and
child, as if the well-being of one were
actively opposed to that of the other.
Finally, they justify birth control by saying
that it is either that or world starvation.
One would think that the most advanced
country in history would have more faith
in man’s ability to find solutions that are
both practical and moral. Already, acceler
ating progress in medical, agricultural, and
energy technologies have made it easier

than ever to welcome and support human thousands of its infant children.
Chesterton left me convinced that the
life. Why then does our nation maintain its
gloomy disposition?
sources of demon-worship were also the
As with most of my questions, G.K. causes of our own culture’s genocide. Like
Chesterton had the answer. In The Carthage and the Mayans, we are sophisti
Everlasting Man, he demonstrates that, cated enough to doubt the existence of
contrary to modern pre-conceptions, man God, and practical enough to decide that
did not begin as a savage brute; what evi it’s not worth sticking to moral absolutes.
dence we have indicates he possessed from We share with them the despairing sensa
the beginning a religious awareness of a tion that securing the material happiness
divine moral order. The urge to go against we seek—sex without boundaries or con
this order only came after he had tasted sequences, immortality, and a world with
some material success and consequently out hunger or death—requires us to eutha
became focused on seeking more of it. nize our old and sick, and to abort the
After all, the Ruling Power of the universe, unborn, and harvest our children’s clones
and the other gods of the heavens seemed for their parts to. Finally, we too believe
too remote to care about human affairs— these actions have no penalties.
why honor them with no certainty of
But they do. As I see it, every society at
reward, when there were other spirits more any time that committed atrocities for its
inclined to a quid pro quo)
demons was quickly and easily con
Consequently, it was from a sophisticat quered—Carthage by Rome, the Mayans
ed skepticism and practicality rather than and Aztecs by the Spanish—because they
ignorance that some of the highest of early had given up everything in the pursuit of
societies and civilizations—Aztec, Mayan, wealth and power, and had nothing left to
Phoenician—abandoned the gods of honor fight. God’s judgment is slow and hard to
and virtue in favor of “the demons who get recognize, but unavoidable when it comes.
things done.” To attract the help of these And I suspect that our society will be
diabolical powers, these societies deliber judged more harshly than the others. Our
ately committed some of the greatest history, our philosophy, and especially the
atrocities against the moral order.
success of our science point clearly to the
Hence, anthropologists found cannibal presence of the Lawgiver—our skepticism
ism practiced not by the more primitive but is less excusable. And the slaughters of
by the more developed tribes of New past cultures do not even approach the 43
Zealand, because they were, according to million deaths of which we are guilty.
Chesterton, “refined and intelligent
Already the followers of the West’s
enough to indulge sometimes in a self-con great rival, Islam, are poised to bring about
scious diabolism.” Likewise, the same effi our downfall. If we want to survive, we
cient character that helped Carthage domi must recover our own faith, and abandon
nate the Mediterranean led it to murder the cult of the practical demons.
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A method

to its madness
Ryan Desaulniers ’09 as Guildenstern.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THEATER, DANCE, AND FILM

PC’s version of Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern is
not traditional theatre, but Deanna Cioppa ’07 believes it works

by

Deanna Cioppa ’07
A&E Staff

The Department of Theatre, Dance, and
Film’s latest production, Tom Stoppard’s
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead,
begins with the two title characters rap
pelling from the cat
CAMPUS
walk. Yes, that’s right,
THEATER
rappelling. And that,
ladies and gents, gives
you a hint as to the rest of the play.
Directed by Dr. Mary G. Farrell and staged
in the John Bowab Studio Theatre, the play
takes some interesting leaps away from
traditional theater.
Of course, the play lends itself to exper
imentation. Stoppard takes perhaps the
two most overlooked characters in
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and expounds upon
their irrelevance . . . from their point of
view.
Hamlet’s buffoons, however, do not
always take so well to their relegation into
obscurity, especially as events unfold that
are beyond their control or understanding.
The two fools reside at the edge of reason,
unknowingly grazing against wisdom
while spitting nonsense. And all the while,
Shakespeare’s tragedy happens around

In Case You
Missed lt...

them, sucking them in when they become
useful.
Stoppard creates and strips away layers
of confusion by incorporating a band of
raucous Tragedians led by a repulsive,
crass and yet sage Player. The Player, who
claims they are actors and they’re “the
opposite of people,” attempts to unravel
through performance some of the myster
ies about audiences’ expectations and the
nature of death for the two friends.
Sometimes they miss the mark, sometimes
they hit it perfectly, and most times what
ever they have to say sails over the respec
tive heads of the title characters.
Additional characters from Hamlet
appear and disappear in whirlwinds of
poetry, often leaving the audience as
breathless as the hapless duo.
Ultimately, Stoppard choreographs a
ridiculous dance that spins Rosencrantz
and Guildenstern closer and closer to the
fate penned for them 400 years ago.
From these grotesque beginnings,
Farrell spins an even more curious tale.
Most significantly, the roles of
Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, and the Player
are double cast. This does not mean that a
different person plays a role for half the
performances. Rather, at intermittent and
apparently arbitrary points in the script, a
buzzer sounds, and a new Rosencrantz or
Guildenstern appears to replace the one
onstage. Both Players are always present
on stage, splitting dialogue or saying lines
together.
When I first heard about the double cast
ing, I was a bit wary. Would it interfere
with the flow of the scenes? Would it
break the mood? Having seen the show, I
am still tom to be quite honest. In some
respects, the doubling worked wonderful
ly. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are com
plete buffoons, barely able to grasp reali
ty, and often unable to remember their own
names. Replacing characters mid-scene
enhanced the confusion and the general
discomfort experienced by the two. Aside

from the fact that the title characters were
portrayed by both men and women, each
actor seemed to have a slightly different
take on their character; it is there that the
doubling seemed a bit detrimental.
On the one hand, four title characters
certainly maintain that theme of unreality
and smudge the borders even more for the
audience. On the other hand, the lack of
continuity between each Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern tended to hamstring charac
ter development and distracted me from
the play as a whole. Much of my energy
went into comparing each actor’s approach
to the character rather than the characters
themselves. In contrast, doubling the
Player role worked wonderfully. Because
both actors were on stage simultaneously,
splits in the dialogue added to the delight
fill melee without detracting from continu
ity.
On to the performers themselves. As
Rosencrantz, Suzanne Keyes ’10 strength
lay in capturing the childishness of the
banter between the two friends. Wideeyed and precocious, her Rosencrantz
approaches the world like a child playing
at a new game.
Kevin White ’09 as Rosencrantz
brought a certain sobriety to the role, a
curiosity more reminiscent of the aging
and eccentric philosopher. I think each
was appropriate, and in that way the char
acter succeeded, though the contrast was
disconcerting for the audience.
As Guildenstern, Ryan Desaulniers ’09
brings an endearingly goofy quality to the
character that evokes the playfulness first
seen in Hamlet between the courtiers and
their royal friend. His boyish expression is
most successful when trying to make sense
of commands thrown his way. Jill Palmer
’07, on the other hand, is decidedly the
“wise fool” of the duo, postulating with the
air of a scientist and then gasping in sur
prise at her own “discoveries,” helping to
round out her character very nicely.
Colleen Rosati ’07 and Brian

McCormack ’08 make a bold team as the
Player. Where McCormack gesticulates
with the omnipotence and omniscience of
a king, Rosati is crass and aggressive, cre
ating a single character that is “two sides
of the same coin ... or the same side of
two coins,” as her character puts it.
My one complaint in this area applies to
the cast as a whole. To make Stoppard’s
chaos work, to create a shifting, inexplica
ble and entangling world, requires as much
control as it does frenetic energy. There
was a certain tightness missing in ensem
ble scenes as well as between the main
characters that either tripped up the
momentum or suppressed dialogue and
significance. While the energy was appar
ent, I felt that it was more explosion and
dissipation than the sort of noose that is
supposed to pull tighter and tighter around
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. Often the
cast, including the Tragedians and the
Hamlet cast, seemed to fall apart at the
seams during particularly wild scenes. It is
one thing to create a seething, insistent
buzz of energy around characters as it
helps to build to a climax and effectively
adds to the melee. It is another when char
acters are talking over each other and adlibbing to distraction. That verges on
messiness.
On the whole, I appreciated the bold
moves that both director and performers
took in reinventing this play. It is not an
easy task to build on such a script. And
while it takes a bit of sifting on the audi
ence’s part, the tiny world of unexplained
commands and misunderstandings in
which two of Shakespeare’s most insignif
icant characters live and die is brought to
vivid, if somewhat ungraspable, life in the
darkness of our studio theater.
Showtimes for this weekend are Friday
and Saturday at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday at
2:00 p.m.

GRADE: B

J.K. Rowling announced on her Web site on Thursday, Feb. 1, that the seventh and final novel in
the Harry Potter saga, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, will be released on July 21, 2007.
According to The Sun and BBC, Rowling completed the novel at the Balmoral Hotel in Edinburgh,
Scotland, on Jan.11. Last summer, Rowling claimed she had decided to kill off two more charac
ters than she had originally planned, although another character, in turn, received a reprieve. The
big question remains: Will Harry Potter himself survive to see the end?
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Underrated

Hollywood
Hotties

Everybody knows that celebrities like Brad Pitt, Angelina
Jolie, Tom Cruise, and Halle Berry are “hot.” There are few
who would dispute this, and these stars often top lists of
Hollywood’s hottest. George Clooney was named People’s
“Sexiest Man Alive” for the second time in 2006, but he is not
the only hot actor out there. Hollywood is brimming with
sexiness, but some of the hottest men and women in the busi
ness have been left unnoticed—until now. For Valentine’s
Day, A&E highlights these incredibly good-looking celebrities
who are not getting the attention they deserve . . . yet.
by

James McGehee ’08
A&E Editor

Scarlett Johansson:
Several publications,
including Esquire,
have named Johan
sson the “sexiest” or
“the most beautiful”
woman alive. So
technically, she’s not
underrated, but I do
not think there is such a thing as overrating
Johansson, so she will always remain
underrated. In this case, that’s a good
thing.

Naomi Watts: Even
though Watts and
Nicole Kidman are
both almost 40, Watts
could pass for Kid
man’s younger sister.
Peter Jackson cast her
as the iconic Ann
Darrow in his 2005
remake of King Kong. When Carl Denham
stares down at the dead Kong after the
beast has fallen from the top of the Empire
State Building, he says, “It wasn’t the air
planes. It was beauty killed the beast.” He
is absolutely right.

Maggie Grace: I
have mentioned exLost - star Maggie
Grace once before in
this publication and I
have no qualms doing
so again. While most
fans could not stand
her character, Shannon,
I couldn’t help but fall for her. Although
Shannon was killed early last season, I
have good news: She is credited to appear
in the upcoming March 7 episode of Lost
(in a flashback, of course), entitled “Enter
77.” Grace has been quoted saying she
really likes to show off her long legs. Who
wouldn’t be glad for that?

Thandie
Newton:
Best known for her
role in the movie
Crash, Newton comes
from British and
Zimbabwean descent.
The key to her beauty
must come from this
unique heritage, as
well asthe fact that her mother was a
Zimbabwean Shona Princess.

Princess Fiona: She
has only been in two
movies, both with her
real-life partner Shrek,
but she deserves more
exposure. Part of her
problem may have to
do with the fact that she
became an ogre, but even though I liked
her better as a human, I dare you to find a
sexier ogre here or anywhere far, far away.

Jena Malone: A
younger and cuter ver
sion of Jodie Foster,
this is the girl Jake
Gyllenhaal went for in
Donnie Darko. I would
not say she’s astoundingly beautiful, but
she has that cute girlnext-door appeal similar to Katie Holmes.
Malone won’t earn enough recognition
mainly because she was a child actress and
everyone has memories of her as a little
teen. (If Dakota Fanning looks really good
at 20, no one will want to admit it because
they’ll remember her as this tiny thing
wandering the red carpet and smiling wide
enough to expose the gaps in her teeth.)

Kate Bosworth: What
is most interesting
about Bosworth is that
her eyes are two differ
ent colors: Hazel and
blue. Since playing
Lois Lane in Superman
Returns, Bosworth’s
reputation has risen,
and along with Maggie Grace, she is one
of the hottest of Hollywood stars in their
early 20s.
Paz Vega: As far as
Latino actresses go,
Spanish-born Penelope
Cruz has stolen all the
attention, along with
her Mexican-born
friend Salma Hayek.
Vega was born in
Seville, Spain and
bears resemblance to Cruz. Her neck is a
bit long, but it adds to her graceful figure.

Cate Blanchett: Blan
chett cemented her
standing in Hollywood
after playing Elvenqueen Galadriel in The
Lord of the Rings. She
then scored an Oscar
for her performance as
Katharine Hepburn in
Martin Scorsese’s The Aviator. Like Watts,
she is almost 40 and blonde, but she has a
decisively unique look to her.

Evan Rachel Wood: I
was disappointed to
hear that this 19-yearold actress, nominated
for a Golden Globe
when she was only 17
for her performance in
Thirteen, has been
romantically linked to
Marilyn Manson, the ugliest and most vile
subhuman earthling. If you want to get a
quick (but potent) dose of her, go to
Youtube.com and watch Green Day’s
music video for “Wake Me Up When
September Ends.”

by

Katie Levine ’07

Asst. A&E Editor

Josh Holloway: As
Sawyer on the hit show
Lost, Holloway is the
ultimate bad boy. That
scruffy beard (miracu
lously trimmed to the
perfect length even
though he is stuck on
an island), the raspy
voice, and the shaggy
hair scream sexiness. He grew up in
Georgia, and has a drawling Southern
accent that makes you want to start drool
ing. Even though he was included in
People’s “50 Most Beautiful People” in
2005,1 still don’t think enough people rec
ognize him for the hottie that he is.

Andy Samberg: You
probably know this
goofy cutie from Sat
urday Night Live. He
was the brains behind
that hysterical “Lazy
Sunday” sketch a year
ago. He is not the tra
ditional hot celebrity,
but he is definitely a good-looking guy—
with shaggy hair and an adorable smile
that will make you melt. You have to love
a man who can make you laugh, and Andy
is a down-to-earth guy who can do just
that.
Justin Chambers: Even
though his character,
Alex, on Grey s Anatomy
can be a real jerk some
times, you know he has
a soft side that is just
dying to come out. A
former male model,
Chambers was discov
ered by a scout in a Paris Metro Station.
He was on the “it” list in the late ’90s but
had drifted out of the spotlight until taking
the role in Grey’s Anatomy. Unfortunately,
Chambers is married with five children,
but he does have a twin brother named
Jason . ..

Jason Lewis: Probably
best known as Sam
antha’s boy toy Smith
Jerrod on Sex and the
City, Lewis has recent
ly joined the cast of the
new ABC show Bro
thers and Sisters. He
was hot when he had
long hair, and he was
even hotter after he shaved it all off
onscreen for Sex and the City. Another
model-tumed-actor, Lewis was also nomi
nated for Male Model of the Year at the
VH1 Fashion Music Awards in 1996.

Zach Braff: He isn’t
your typical hottie, but
he has a certain dorky
cuteness. He earns his
place on this list,
though, because every
girl likes a guy who
can make her laugh. As
J.D. on Scrubs, he will make you laugh
until you cry. You might also recognize
him from Garden State, which he directed,
wrote, and starred in. He is talented and
good looking.

Wentworth Miller:
This up-and-coming
actor is the star of
Fox’s hit T.V. series
Prison Break. With
piercing grey eyes
and an incredible
body, Miller is not
only hot, he is smart;
he graduated from Princeton University
with a degree in English literature. Miller
gets his good looks from a mixture of exot
ic nationalities: He is African, Jamaican,
English, German, Russian, French, Dutch,
Syrian, and Lebanese.

Gael Garcia Bernal:
The cutie from Babel,
Bernal is originally
from
Guadalajara,
Jalisco, Mexico. With
sensual lips and an
exotic look, he is
known throughout the
world, having been
named one of People en Espahol’s “25
Most Beautiful” in 2002. But since he has
starred mostly in Spanish-speaking films,
not many people in the United States are
familiar with him. He is relatively short
(only 5’ 6”), but his good looks make it
easy to forget that.
Jonathan Rhys Meyers:
Chiseled features and
gorgeous lips put this
actor on my list.
Originally from Dublin,
Ireland, Rhys Meyers
recently starred in
Woody Allen’s Match
Point. After a tumultuous start to his act
ing career, he beat out 200 other actors for
the role of Elvis Presley in the 2005 TV
movie Elvis. Just in case you aren’t con
vinced yet, he also has beautiful blue eyes.

Daniel Craig: This
English-born actor
started his acting
career in the theater,
but he was made for
the big screen. If you
have any doubts
about this, go see him
as Bond in Casino
Royale. There is a
scene in which he gets out of the ocean and
you can see his rippling muscles, chiseled
face, and piercing blue eyes all at once. If
that doesn’t convince you, just remember
that he was chosen to play James Bond—
one of the most notorious and dashing
ladies’ men in film history.

John Krasinski: Krasinski is my personal
favorite. Originally from
Newton, Mass., and a
graduate of Brown
Univeristy, he plays
sarcastic nice-guy Jim
on the American ver
sion of The Office. His
outrageous pranks, soft side for Pam, and
the faces he makes at the camera are
charming. But the character he plays on
T.V. is not the only thing that puts him on
this list. His big eyes, beautiful lips, and
winning smile make him my favorite
Hollywood hottie who has been over
looked—until now!
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Urban Elements

Picks
of the Passion of the Price
Week
By Tim Pisacich 07
Photo Editor

Sean Price s new album, Jesus Price Supastar, proves
him a potent force in the underground scene
by

Movie
25th Hour

Directed by Spike Lee
Most of us have considered what we
would do if we only had one more
day to live. The 25th Hour looks at a
more unpredictable aspect of this
question: How would those who
have loved and befriended you act?
Monty Brogan (Edward Norton) is
living his last night as a free man
before a seven-year jail sentence.
Lee’s drama considers different out
comes for this dire situation, but ulti
mately it is chillingly realistic.

Music

Cold War Kids

Cl A

Robbers and Cowards

Downtown Recordings

There’s nothing better than discover
ing fresh, unique music. After I first
listened to Cold War Kids, I automat
ically pressed replay. The band
mixes Nathan Willett’s authentic
vocals and guitar with Jonnie
Russel’s drumming skills, creating a
sound distinct from any other band
I’ve heard. Cold War Kids released
Robbers and Cowards, its first
album, in October 2006.

Book

The First Forty-Nine Stories

By Ernest Hemingway

When a classmate caught me
searching
through
Hemingway
books in the library, I realized I
should do this more often. “You’re
reading Hemingway for fun?” she
asked me as a smile spread across
her face. “Yes I am," I declared, as I
straightened my posture. After trying
to avoid literature for most of my
education, I’m beginning to find a
new respect for it. It’s wonderful for
this to happen to a college senior. If
you’re in a similar situation, I would
recommend looking at some of
Hemingway’s short stories. His con
cise sentences avoid confusion—
something that has frustrated me
with literature in the past.

Ryan Burns ’08
A&E Staff

Sean Price, also knows as Ruck from
rap duo Heltah Skeltah, has been at the
forefront of Duck Down Records’ recent
resurgence. He released a new album on
Jan. 30, Jesus Price
ALBUM
Supastar, his second
REVIEW
album in a little over a
year-and-a-half.
A longtime member of Heltah Skeltah,
Sean Price branched off and recorded his
debut album, Monkey Bars, in 2005. It
proved to his fans that he could hold down
an album by himself. Hailed as one of the
best records of that year, Monkey Bars fea
tured the classic New York sound, as well
as collaborations with producers 9th
Wonder and Khrysis, who helped develop
Little Brother’s sound. Both producers
return for Jesus Price Supastar, lending
their skills to most of the album. After lis
tening to the album, it is clear that Price is
more than capable of diversifying and
evolving his sound while remaining lyri
cally potent.
As most Heltah Skeltah fans know,
Price writes some of the best wordplay in
hip-hop, as well as some of the most outra
geous rhymes ever. Price has clearly found
his niche and mastered his unique flow,
judging from the first song, “Jesus Price,”
in which he delivers the tongue twisting
line: “I’m back in the game/ smacking
your brain clapping them things/ accurate
aim/ snatching your chain/ get back on the
train.” The flow on the intro track is flaw
less, as it is encompassed by a beat with a
guitar and horn sample reminiscent of an
old western movie. The lyrical pace cer
tainly does not slow down as the album
progresses.
Price showcases his new sound most
effectively on “P-Body,” featuring Rock of
Heltah Skeltah, who appears three times
on the album. With the help of producer
9th Wonder, Sean Price continues to rap
with such precision it seems effortless.
Lines such as, “Rap prime minister/ ‘pa,
President/ popping my pistol/ partially
parched/ pass the tea,” demonstrate his
alliteration skills by using the “P- Body”
concept. Rock delivers a flawless chorus
that will leave Heltah Skeltah fans eagerly
anticipating its next effort.
Whereas Monkey Bars featured various
producers, Jesus Price Supastar seems to
be more of a complete effort, making it
much easier to listen to the album all the
way through. This is a rarity in today’s
“impress me now” hip-hop climate.
“Violent,” a track produced by 9th Wonder,
is the best beat on the album, as Price
employs a more laid back flow to match
the soulful beat. A close runner up for sec-

Price Check: Working
with many producers
and artists, Sean Price
has made an album that
is as fresh and interesting
as any of today’s hip-hop.

ond is “King Kong,” a beautiful mess of an
intense classical string sample, an upbeat
drum pattern and, of course, impeccable
flow. The Khrysis produced track shows
Price at his best, using an aggressive yet
precise rhyme style. The song essentially
does to the beat what King Kong did to
New York City.
Another appealing aspect of the album
is the wide-ranging collaborations. Aside
from Rock, Phonte of Little Brother, and
LB, affiliates Chaundon and Skyzoo
appear.
Taking it back to the “old school,” Jesus
Price Supastar also features legendary
New York emcee Sadat X, as well as Duck
Down Records’ own Buckshot and Steele.
Most of the features on this album are
artists who have never worked with Price.
This helps give the album a change in lyri
cal style from track to track, and it intro
duces these artists to Price fans for the first
time.
The only drawback to this album is that
sometimes the listener can easily guess the
cadence of Price based on his regimented
flow. The content is completely up in the
air, as Price can bounce from topic to topic
at any given second. While the wordplay
is impressive, it can leave the listener
desiring more than just witty rhymes.

DUCK DOWN

Much like rapper AZ, Price generally uses
the same cadence, but surprises you by
completing the rhyme with the last word
you would expect. It is much harder to
write in this manner, when you have to
consistently follow the amount of syllables
and stresses from the previous line.
For a New York release, the album lacks
that classic New York sound, but then
again, that is what makes Jesus Price
Supastar different and interesting. Price
said to expect different things from his
solo work, like you would expect from an
Eminem/Slim Shady type split personality.
By collaborating with so many people and
producers, Price concocts a mixture of
beats and rhymes that no one has ever
heard of, keeping his name fresh in the
hip-hop game.
As far as the producers are concerned, it
seems Price got the best out of 9th Wonder
and Khrysis. Price is almost single handedly reviving the Duck Down Records
sound and keeping the 14-year-old record
label fresh and relevant. By evolving his
sound, Price has released what will surely
be one of the best albums of the year.
GRADE: A

DOWNLOAD: “Violent,”
“Mess You Made”

“P-Body,”

So you think you know arts and entertainment?

Take the A&E Quiz:
How many times has Lindsay Lohan been in
and out of rehab in the last six months?
If you know the answer to this question,
come apply to the A&E Staff in Slavin G05.
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Providence Spring Concert Preview

INTERSCOPE

4AD RECORDS UK

SONY

GEFFEN

Performers such as Third Eye Blind, Elton John, T. V. on the Radio, Sonic Youth, and Lupe Fiasco
are playing this spring at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center, Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel, and AS220.
by

Chris Tompkins ’09
A&E Staff

As winter wanes and we become more
willing to venture out into a warmer city,
you should know that there are a few local
venues that promise to
CONCERT
have some interesting
PREVIEW
acts this spring.
Without a doubt, the
biggest venue for entertainment in the city
is the Dunkin’ Donuts Center. For a loca
tion with a great seating capacity and a
large base of college students to attract as
an audience, it would make sense that a
group such as Incubus (which is on tour
right now) would perform here.
Instead, Providence will be graced by
Josh Groban (March 4) and Christina
Aguilera (April 25). I think this is kind of
strange considering that neither artist
draws much of a college demographic.
Groban seems to be more for our mothers
and Aguilera for our little sisters. Sir Elton
John (March 22) is definitely a strong
point in the programming for the spring,
and if you are into Evanescence, the group
will be at The Dunk on April 4 with

Chevelle and Finger Eleven.
This lineup may not be appealing to the
average student, but there are a few small
er spots around town that, you will be
relieved to know, have our best interests in
mind.
Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel is the first
thing that comes to mind when one thinks
of live music in Providence. For years it
has been a stop for many great touring acts
between New York and Boston, and this
always-consistent venue will present an
attractive schedule this season beginning
with art punk legends Sonic Youth per
forming on Saturday Feb. 17. I got a
chance to see Sonic Youth this summer in
Brooklyn and was impressed with the
group’s stage presence, while playing
melodies that are mellow and despairing at
times and completely hypnotic and
snarling at others.
Following that show, the next best act
coming up would have to be TV on the
Radio on March 1. This New York trio is a
cross between Motown and contemporary
indie rock. Check the group out on Ruckus
if you get a chance. You will be met with a
wall of distorted bass and an R&B vocal

style that I did not know could go together
so successfully.
Lupe Fiasco will be performing his dis
tinctive Chicago hip-hop on April 14.
Fiasco is a very poetic vocalist, lacking a
lot of the violent imagery to which we are
accustomed. You might know his hit
“Kick, Push” from the credits of every
show on MTV.
If you are looking for something a little
harder, I suggest checking out Lamb of
God on April 21. This perennial metal
favorite has been described as the next log
ical progression after Pantera and
Metallica. If you know anyone with Guitar
Hero 2 you can play one of its hits, “Laid
to Rest.” Hardcore scenester favorite
Norma Jean will also be in at the Hotel on
May 11. Oh, and I can’t forget mid-’90s
superstars Third Eye Blind (May 19).
Yeah, they’ll be swinging through town
too.
There are also a couple places around
town where you can support local bands.
These spots are ideal if you just want to see
some music and don’t have the cash for
Lupo’s. First, there is AS220 on Empire
Street. This small non-profit community

arts center helps area residents expose
their art. There is something going on
almost every night, from poetry slams to
debates to small jazz ensemble groups—so
if you are just aimlessly walking around
town on a any particular evening, I suggest
taking a stroll over to Empire Street.
If you are into a more scene-oriented
environment and enjoy Bane or Bury Your
Dead, then The Living Room is the place
for you. Jello Biafra, the former vocalist
from the Dead Kennedys will be there on
Feb 27. If you are interested in seeing who
else will be around, check out The Living
Room’s Myspace (Because that’s how
scene this place is).
Finally, let us not forget all the worth
while music programming on campus as
well. There is an a cappella concert com
ing up on Monday Feb. 19, a collaborative
piano recital on Sunday Feb. 25, and this
spring’s musical, Company opens March
30.
As long as you keep your eye open
while surfing the Internet and an ear to the
ground you will be able to find something
that tickles your fancy.

Somber Letters misses its mark
Clint Eastwood’s attempt to tell the battle of Iwo Jima from the Japanese
point of view does not live up to its grand expectations
James McGehee ’08
A&E Editor

soldiers dug in the sides of Iwo Jima’s low
mountains. Stuck in these tunnels, the film
grows tedious and repetitive as Eastwood
Despite the fact that he won an Oscar for and his screenwriter Iris Yamashita beat
directing Unforgiven in 1992 and acclaim the same idea into the audience’s heads—
for 2003’s Mystic River, most critics did that rather than facing surrender, a
not regard Clint Eastwood as a true Japanese soldier must commit suicide or
American master until fight to the death. So ingrained into the
MOVIE he released Million national conscience was this idea of self
REVIEW Dollar Baby in 2004.
extinction that if a Japanese solider decid
Few will share my sen ed not to kill himself (obviously the road
timent, but I think this newfound eagerness less traveled), a fellow fighter would shoot
to make Eastwood the golden calf deserves him. In one horrific scene, a group of sol
careful scrutiny. Major critics, such as diers, one after another, thrust grenades
A.O. Scott of The New York Times and into their stomachs and hold their breaths
Lisa Schwarzbaum of Entertainment for death.
The troubled onlooker is Saigo
Weekly, have named Eastwood’s newest
film, Letters From Iwo Jima, the best of (Kazunari Ninomiya), who will not face
2006. Schwarzbaum’s review of the film is death with such stoicism. He wonders at
so short she hardly explains more than one the beginning why the Japanese just don’t
“breathtaking shot.” When a critic starts surrender Iwo Jima. The island and its
believing she does not need to defend her black sand beaches, he reasons, do not
selection for the year’s best film because seem particularly fruitful.
The great Ken Watanabe plays General
of the name attached to it, then we have a
Kuribayashi, who wrote the letters upon
problem.
The idea that conceived Letters From which Yamashita based her script. As
Iwo Jima is brilliant. While filming Flags Kuribayashi spent five years in America,
of Our Fathers (released last October), one might suppose he would know how to
about the American soldiers who fought defeat the enemy. But the general knows
the battle of Iwo Jima, Eastwood decided better: Due to insubstantial military back
he was only telling half the story. Letters ing, defeat is imminent.
Ironically, the scenes in Letters that
tells the same battle from the Japanese
point of view and in the Japanese lan excel are not the tragically somber (and far
more numerous) ones, but the scenes that
guage.
The final product, though, does not work on black humor. Being asked to
match the idea behind it. After the well empty the pot that serves as the restroom,
paced and interesting first hour, the camera Saigo steps outside the tunnels to a beauti
follows the Japanese into the tunnels the ful panoramic view of 50 battleships sitby

General Kuribayashi surveys the terrain for American soldiers.

ting off the beach. “Is this some kind of
joke?” he asks aloud, before dropping the
pot down a small hill. Warned by an offi
cer that he must bring the pot back or else
he will be performing this duty next time
with his hands, Saigo reaches for the pot
as shells from the ships bombard the
mountainside around him.
Paul Haggis, who wrote Million Dollar
Baby and Flags of Our Fathers, developed
the story for the script along with
Yamashita. Among Haggis’s less positive
traits is his reliance on cliche archetypes

DREAMWORKS

for his characters. For instance, the soldier
that Saigo believes is a spy for the
Kempeitai (the military police) unsurpris
ingly reveals himself as otherwise late in
the film. In fact, he has much in common
with Saigo. (Why, of course, the military
police would want to spy on soldiers who
are about to die never occurs to Saigo.)
Made with Eastwood’s simple virtuosity
and attention to detail, Letters From Iwo
Jima is a noble effort, but not a rousing
one.
GRADE: C+

18

Advertisement__________________

the cowl

February 8,2007

Do you have a response to an article from
this week’s issue of The Cowl? If so, send a
letter to the editor of 250 words or less to thecowl@providence.edu, or drop off your letter
to The Cowl office in Slavin, Room G05,
across from McPhail’s.

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM OUR
READERS!

Have an advertisement that you
want placed in The Cowl? Send
all ad requests to
cowlads@providence. edu.
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Reaction to Blue Arc by William Wareham
by

Katie Caliva ’10

Portfolio Staff

Modem sculpture always has been and
probably always will be one thing that I
will never truly understand. In fact, I don't
think anybody actually understands it, or
really even likes it for that mat
ESSAY ter; everyone is so worried
about appearing "cultured,"
though, that they pretend to be
fascinated by random pieces of metal and
various synthetic materials. In observing
such reactions, I recently came upon the
perfect scheme to pay for college. It
involves welding forks, knives, and spoons
together in strange patterns. The way I see
it is that if Blue Arc is on sale for around
$20,000, then I could easily pay my col
lege tuition. Since I’m currently majoring
in Humanities, it’s highly unlikely that I’ll
be paying off my students loans any time
soon after school, especially when I figure
in the debt that will come from pursuing
my doctoral in classical archaeology.
I think that making silverware sculp
tures is a positively brilliant use of my free
time. Unfortunately, Providence College
has a strict “no welding in the resident
halls” policy—apparently blowtorches fall
under the category of fire hazards. So it
looks like I’m a tad out of luck.
I do seriously wonder what goes on in
the head of a modem sculptor. Did Mr.
Wareham have a hankering for lemonade
while sculpting the Blue Arc? Because I
definitely see giant lemon wedges.
Whatever inspired the piece, there is little
doubt that the artist’s motivation is money.
The piece is on sale for a huge sum and
will be included in the private collection of
some amateur collector no doubt. I wonder
where he’ll put it. I know a couple that
keeps random sculptures on their front
lawn. Maybe Blue Arc will have a similar
fate. The number of pieces that Wareham

is selling right now makes me wonder if
this fellow is a true artist or a mercenary, or
even, a prostitute. He seems to take a little
bit of his soul, mold it in patterns of recy
cled steel, and then sell it to the highest
bidder. What’s the point? In my opinion, if
you are going to be an artist you should
rather starve than whore yourself out. I'm
not saying that you shouldn't try to make a
profit; I’m saying that you should sculpt
for a reason and a purpose beyond mone
tary success. Tell me what your purpose is,
Mr. Wareham. Until then, I shan’t have any
respect for you. Unless you can tell me that
Blue Arc is a statement on something, I
shall view you as the basest of the base,
right below Harlequin romance authors.
I’m sorry. I’m probably being too judg
mental toward a man about whom I know
very little. It is more than likely that my
own bias is causing me to decide that mod
em sculpture is random and meaningless. I
don’t get it, yet it still has a strange hold on
me.
I go and I look, I circle and I scratch my
chin. I turn my head sideways and some
times, if the piece is especially tricky, I
even stand on my head. Despite all of my
efforts, however, I still can’t figure it out.
And so I look, I judge, I write, and I won
der. I speculate about the artist and wonder
if he’s just making a fool of art connois
seurs. I kind of hope he is. I mean, if I had
made Blue Arc I would laugh every time I
see it, and then buy a new blowtorch with
some of the earnings.
Disclaimer: I neither have nor pretend
to have any knowledge of art, welding,
sculpting, or recycled steel. It is my deep
est hope that no Studio Art major or fan of
William Wareham is reading this essay. If,
however, such an individual does happen
upon my humble commentary I pray that
no angry outcries or other verbal abuse
come my way, even though I might
deserve it.

www.bluearc.com

Try to guess
which piece of artwork is worth $20,000

MEGAN BISHOP '07/The Cowl

The ballad of the rider’s older brother
by

Jennifer McCafferty ’07
Portfolio Staff

As Drew's car crested a hill, he saw a
long, grey bam standing in the middle of a
vast field. Next to it was a large, sandy ring
in which five horses were being led by
their riders toward the bam, evi
dently having just finished their
ride.
“Good,” Drew thought when
he saw this. He figured his little
sister was one of those riders, and he did
n’t want to wait around for her while she
was riding. It took forever to get her away
from horses. Kate had only discovered
riding a few months ago, but she had
already morphed into one of “those girls”.
She soon had horse posters covering
every inch of her room, spent hours read
ing piles of books about horses, managed
to relate all her writing assignments for
school back to horses, and had no problem
with the cloud of dust that followed her
(Pig Pen-like) everywhere she went. Drew
found it obnoxious. He was sick of hear
ing her talk about horses all the time. Why
couldn’t she have just played soccer like
every other 10-year-old in the neighbor
hood?
As he drove down the long dirt road
leading to the bam, it occurred to him that
he had never been near a real horse before.
To his surprise, sent a little wave of anxi
ety down his spine. Immediately, he chas
tised himself. His 10-year-old sister was
riding these things by herself, and he was
afraid of them? Impossible.
Thus assured of his courage and age
advantage over his sister, he parked the car
and got out. Walking in through the large
open door at the front of the bam, he saw
several people—including his sister—

ILLUSTRATION BY ALEX JOHNSON ’07/The Cowl

leading horses, grooming horses, feeding
horses, and cleaning stalls. It looked
almost like a factory, he thought, except
with giant animals bearing teeth and
hooves. Panic swelled in Drew’s stomach,
but he quickly stifled it and made his way
toward the stall into which Kate had just
disappeared, carefully avoiding people’s
eyes, particularly those of the riders who
were younger or shorter. When he reached
the stall, though, he found Kate holding the
hoof of a particularly massive horse with
one hand, and digging around in the hoof
with a tiny metal pick with the other. The
horse swung its head around to look at
Drew, but Kate kept scraping the inside of
the hoof with the pick.
“Kate?” Drew said, eying the horse war
ily and wondering what she was doing to
its foot. The horse twitched its ear at a fly
but kept its eyes on Drew.
“Just a sec,” Kate said. She maneuvered

the pick a bit more, and then, apparently
satisfied, put the hoof down. She gave the
horse a loud pat on the neck and faced
Drew with a smile.
“This is Diamond,” she said, pointing to
the horse.
“Um, great,” Drew said. “You ready to
go?” Diamond was still staring at Drew.
Kate's grin broadened. “Don't you want
to meet him?” she exclaimed. “Look, he
wants to say hi!”
“Kate, look, we've really got to—”
Drew began, but Kate was already opening
the stall door, grabbing his hand, and
pulling him toward the horse. Diamond’s
ears flicked forward, and he raised his
head so that he was now looking down on
Drew and Kate. Kate, barely up to the
horse’s shoulder, casually laid a hand on
his neck and began to instruct her brother.
“OK, now hold your hand flat and let
him sniff you,” she said.

“Let him what?” Drew blurted.
“Sniff you,” Kate repeated. She gave
Drew a quizzical look. “Drew, are you
scared?”
“No, of course not,” he lied. Drew
stretched his hand out toward the horse,
ignoring his racing heart.
Diamond lowered his nose to Drew's
palm. It rested there for a moment, and
then, with a bored sigh, Diamond turned
away disdainfully. Drew stood paralyzed
in the same position, wondering if the
horse was trying to give him a false sense
of security or if he truly had just lost inter
est.
Kate was ecstatic. “See, Drew? He's a
nice horse! He likes you!” She paused.
“You can put your hand down now, if you
want,” she said after a minute.
Drew's hand dropped to his side.
“Right. Are you ready to go?” he asked.
She was. She locked the stall, put her
equipment away, and she and Drew drove
home. She chatted happily about her les
son for the whole drive, giving her brother
every detail and thorough explanation of
every fancy horse-related word she had
learned that day. Drew nodded and mur
mured in response, but to his surprise, he
wasn’t particularly annoyed by her inces
sant horse talk today.
They reached their house and Drew
turned off the car.
“Hey, listen” he began, feeling awk
ward. He generally avoided being a senti
mental older brother, so this was a fairly
novel moment for him.
“I think it's really cool that you're so into
this horse stuff. I couldn't do it,” he said.
Kate smiled. “Thanks, Drew.” She
paused, then said, “I won't tell anyone
you're scared of Diamond.”
“Thanks, Kate.”

Portfolio
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Poetry Corner

Flies don’t fall in love
by

Lia Armatas ’08

Asst. Portfolio Editor

I have been in love.
The butterflies and imagery,
daydreams and energy,
wonder whys and winking eyes.
Were all on wings, thinking into things . . .

Rooftops
by

Dan Meehan ’07

Portfolio Staff

Then the pit in my tummy
and lump in my throat—

Liberal painters print righty saints,
with aerosol operated, permanent paint,
controlled contention and careful restraint,
on rooftops, we don’t have to wait.

The fly in the room sees me and
he feels a little awkward.
His wings move on and don’t take him
where he had hoped, and he thinks , . .
some things won’t.

A peddled wax component pear,
rotting on the bottom stair,
a naked baby with no hair,
on rooftops, we don’t have to stare.
A bleeding needle, a record spun,
a belted, beetled, track mark run,
a downward spiral just begun,
on rooftops, we can heat the sun.
A bullied, broken, bulldozer weeps,
a hurried housewife mistakenly sweeps,
a city constructed in bounds and leaps,
on rooftops, we can breath in deep.

"Poets are masters of us ordinary
men, in knowledge of the mind,
because they drink at streams
which we have not yet made
accessible to science."
- Sigmund Freud

A shattered pencil, a hollow tip,
A victoriously simulated television clip,
A dollar and an idea attached at the hip,
on rooftops, we can sink the ship.

A brother and sister in tandem lie,
and count the dirty laundry lines,
pitching plot twists into the sky,
because
on rooftops, we can never die.

Tiffany&Earl

Making PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter ata time...
D< a Frustrated,
1 know how it
feels to be complete
ly annoyed by anoth
er person, we all
do—especially when
you have to work
with that person in
close contact. While
it may seem like it is
your job to save this
woman from her life of making other peo
ple hate her, it’s really not your responsi
bility.
People who are that disgruntled are dif
ficult to reach and change. It may seem
like a good idea to pacify their anger, but
don’t. Keep in mind that you are just an
intern, and the real person who should be
dealing with this behavior is her boss.
If you find it necessary, you could bring
this up to said boss; however, you must be
careful not to offend either the boss or the
woman. This could be messy, and it couldmake your last few months as an intern
anything but pleasant.
We all must deal with people whom we
don’t like, but it is part of life. Think back
to other situations in which you have dealt
with group members you were less than
pleased with. Just take it one day at a time
and realize that you will not be with that
company forever. Best of luck, and be sure
to vent to your roommates—that always
seems to make things just a little bit easier.

Tiffany

This Week . . .

Dear Tiff & Earl,
Currently at my internship I’m forced to work with someone who is incom
petent and cruel. Not only does she demean my co-workers and me, but she
seems to go out of her way to make everyone around her have a terrible day.
At first I felt bad for her and assumed that she had something in her life that
was making her so mean. However, I’ve given up by now and have no sym
pathy for her whatsoever. Should I try to deal with this situation from my
meager position as an intern or would you suggest that I just sit back and
finish my days as an intern marinating in hatred?
—Frustrated finance major

Want more Tiffany and Earl?
Check out this week s Valentine s Day
insert for more impressive advice.
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

Dear Finance,
I am sorry to hear
about your loss.
When
someone
becomes attached to
anything, it is never
easy to part with it. I
recommend
sur
rounding yourself
with people who are
sympathetic to your
situation. I can only imagine what you are
going through, and during this time of loss
it is best to have support.
Old Greg is by far one of the best seg
ments I have ever seen on Youtube.com. In
response to the question on everyone’s
mind: YES. I have drunk Bailey’s out of a
shoe, I do want to go to a club where peo
ple wee on each other, and yes Old Greg,
although I am playing my love games, I do
love you! (to view Old Greg visit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PPW
DglTboI).
It’s so cold outside I would recommend
wearing something warm. I know that
seems like common sense but f have seen
so many girls walking around in skirts and
skimpy “Flashdance” sweatshirt tops.
Although very HOT, I am too cold to get
enticed. So ladies, I emplore you, change
your attire to something more appropriate.
Best of luck, you fuzzy man peach.

Earl
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Jack Bauer doesn't read the
news... he just beats it out
of reporters.

And he visits TheCowl-com
to stay up-to-date on all
the latest
news ■
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What is the least romantic thing
someone could do for Valentine s
Day?

Be too hungover to do anything fun.
Bethany Graber ’09, Nick Asadorian ’08

“Send dead flowers to your date.”
Jessica Pepin ’10, Molly Plain ’10

“Forget Valentine’s Day.”
Dimitar Kovachev ’09

“Get dumped!”
Catie Haynes ’09, Lauren Femminello ’09

“Take a date to Wendy’s.”
Lauren Dieck ’07, Tara Nenart ’07

“Take my date to a sensual Latin pop-techno
club and dance with her until the sun shows
its face. Oh. . . wait, you said least
romantic? Hmm.”

—Earl
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings - Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Nick Mazzolini

Mari Pehkonen

Men’s Ice Hockey
Sophomore—Anchorage, A.K.

Women’s Ice Hockey
Sophomore—Tampere, Finland

Mazzolini tallied the game-winning goal in PC’s
first win against No. 14 Vermont in nearly 10
years on Saturday, Feb. 3. He was also credited
with assists in both games last weekend.

In two home victories over Vermont this weekend,
Pehkonen had three goals and two assists. She
now has 13 goals for the Friars this season.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 2/2
Men’s Ice Hockey at Vermont

L, 3-2

Saturday 2/3
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Vermont
Men’s Ice Hockey at Vermont
Men’s Basketball at Marquette
Women’s Basketball vs. Pittsburgh

W, 5-1
W, 4-1
L, 69-62
L, 84-80

Sunday 2/4
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Vermont

W, 10-1

Monday 2/5
Men’s Track at Boston U. Quad Meet
Women’s Track at Boston U. Quad Meet

Ind. Res.
Ind. Res.

Tuesday 2/6
Women’s Basketball at Cincinnati
Men’s Basketabll vs. Cincinnati

L, 74-61
W, 71-70

Friday, 2/9
Women’s Tennis at Albany, NY
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Boston College
Men’s Track at Valentine Invitational
Women’s Track at Valentine Invitational

3:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
TBA
TBA

Saturday 2/10

Women’s Tennis at St. Bonaventure
Men’s Track at Valentine Invitational
Women’s Track at Valentine Invitational
Men’s Ice Hockey at UMass
Women’s Ice Hockey at Boston University
Men’s Basketball at Pittsburgh
Women’s Basketball at St. John’s

12:00 p.m.
TBA
TBA
7:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Sunday 2/11
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. New Hampshire

2:00 p.m.

Tuesday 2/13
Women’s Basketball vs. South Florida

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 2/14
Men’s Swimming at Big East Championships
Women’s Swimming at Big East Championships

all day
all day

Standings
Women’s Hockey East Standings (2/7)

Men’s Hockey East Standings (2/7)

Hockey East
Team
I
w L
1
New Hampshire
14
2
6
Boston University 10
4
1
Boston College
11
7
4
Vermont
4
9
2
Massachusetts
9
6
1
Maine
9
7
Northeastern
4
6
10
Providence
1
5
11
Merrimack
2
3
13
2
14
UMass Lowell
2

Pts.
29
26
23
22
20
19
16
11
8
6

W
19
13
14
14
12
16
9
6
3
3

Overall
L
4
5
9
8
8
7
12
17
18
19

I
1
7
1
4
4
2
4
1
4
5

Team
Boston College
New Hampshire
Providence
Connecticut
Boston University
Maine
Northeastern
Vermont

Hockey East
w L
I
12
4
0
10
1
1
8
2
3
4
1
9
6
1
7
10
2
2
2
13
1
1
11
1

Pts.
24
21
19
19
15
6
5
3

W
18
18
11
14
15
7
3
3

Overall
L
6
3
11
10
8
15
22
19

I
2
4
4
2
2
2
1
2
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DEJA VU ALL OVER AGAIN
FOR TRACK TEAMS AT BU

PCI

Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!

Dan Ollquist ’10

Martin Fagan, the team put up some
impressive results at the meet.
The Friars posted four first-place finish
For the second consecutive week, the es: Junior James Lourenco in the 400
Providence College Men’s and Women’s meters; senior Nick Weidman in the mile;
Track squads put on an impressive per sophomore Richie Yeates in the 3,000
formance on the Boston University cam meters; and junior Armond Hodge in the
pus. The BU Quad Meet, which long jump.
was held on Monday, Feb. 5,
Similar to the women’s team, the men
TRACK. included runners from PC,
dominated the mile event, placing three
Boston
College,
Boston out of the top five runners. The domination
University, Northeastern, Harvard, and of the mile by both the men’s and women’s
MIT. Although team scores were not kept, team demonstrates the lasting effects of
the Friars certainly made their mark at the their terrific cross country seasons and is
event, totaling seven first-place finishes an example of the momentum that they
between the men’s and women’s teams.
have continued to ride on this winter.
For the women, sophomore Katie
Besides the four first place finishes,
DiCamillo and senior Meghan Owen con sophomore Charlie Dewey made Friar his
tinued their dominance on the track. Owen tory for the second straight week. In last
placed first in the 800 meters, while week’s Terrier Invitational, Dewey broke a
Dicamillo finished first in the mile. The long-standing PC record in the 400 meters,
Lady Friars owned the mile event, placing and this week, he broke another school
four runners (DiCamillo, graduate student record in the 500 meters, clocking in at
Aine Hoban, and freshmen Breffini 1:03:94.
Twohig and Krystal Douglas) out of the
Following the meet, the men’s runners
top six finishers.
now have seven members qualified for the
In addition to the domination in the Big East championships.
mile, there were a variety of other out
The Providence College track team is
standing performances for the women. right where it wants to be at this point in
Sophomore Donette Doetzel blew past the the season. The Friars already have 17
competition in the 3,000 meters, clocking runners qualified for the Big East champi
in at 9:39:01—a full 22 seconds ahead of onships, and three of those 17 runners have
second-place finisher and fellow Friarjun times that are good enough to qualify them
ior Michelle Childs.
for nationals.
Coach Ray Treacy was ecstatic about
“Everyone we thought would qualify for
the performance on the women’s side.
the Big East meet has and that’s a great
“This was a very good meet for us,” he accomplishment in and of itself,” Treacy
said. “We got 10 women qualified for the said. “With one meet remaining we expect
Big East championships, which is a great to rest many of our qualifiers and hope to
accomplishment.”
get a few more to record qualifying times
The men’s team had similar success at in the upcoming Valentine Invitational.”
the event. Although the Friars were with
The Friars hope to builf up their
out the services of their two most success momentum in their last meet leading up to
ful runners, junior Max Smith and senior the Big East Tournament.
by
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Talking strictly college hoops here (because the NBA is a whole different ball
game)—if you had the choice between super-freshmen Ohio State’s Greg Oden
and Texas’s Kevin Durant, who would you choose? —Sean McGeady ’07

It’s very nearly a coin flip, but I’d have
to go with Greg Oden.
This isn’t a criticism of Durant, who has
done everything right on his way to prob
able First Team All-American honors at
the end of this year. But Oden offers
something that puts him above Durant in
my mind: His defense.
Oden may be averaging “only” 15.2
points and “only” 9.2 rebounds (compared
to Durant’s 25.4 and 11.6), but it is his 3.6
blocks per game that underscore his true
value to OSU. Having a natural shot
blocker like Oden allows a team’s perime
ter players to play more aggressively
because they know that the big guy is back
there to erase mistakes. Young teams are
usually bad defensively (see Providence
last year and this year), and Ohio State is
very young—but due in large part to
Oden’s presence, it surrendered only 61.1
points per game on 40.0 percent shooting.
Oh, and did I mention that Oden could
easily score at least 20 per game if he were
playing with both hands (his right wrist
kept him out of the first seven games this
season and still bothers him) and if he did
n’t operate in a guard-oriented offense?
Whereas Durant constantly has the ball in
his hands, averaging more t han 18 shots
per game, Oden gets his 15 on an average
of nine shots per game. That’s still good
enough to lead a balanced Buckeye attack,
but one shudders to think what Oden could
do with 18 or 20 shots per game.
—Kevin O’Brien ’07

Although before the season I think I
would have chosen Greg Oden as the play
er I’d want most on my team, Kevin
Durant’s play all season has made me
change my mind. Granted, Oden got off to
a late start this year, but he has had time to
make up for that and Durant has proved to
be the better player. He has been a force
both offensively and defensively for the
Longhorns, averaging more than 25 points
and 11 rebounds per game.
There are still three weeks remaining in
the regular season, and Durant has already
broken the Big 12 freshman scoring
record. He has been instrumental in
Texas’s success this year. In Texas’s Jan.
31 win over Texas Tech, Durant not only
scored 37 points but also grabbed 23
rebounds—the first time any Longhorn has
ever done this, let alone a freshman.
Durant totaled 29 points and 10 rebounds
when the team beat St. John’s on Friday,
Feb. 2.
Even when the Longhorns lose, Durant
can be counted on to put in a solid effort.
In a 100-82 loss to Texas A&M on
Monday, Feb. 5, he scored 28 points and
pulled down 15 rebounds. In a close
defeat against Oklahoma State on Jan. 16,
he again scored 37 points. With posting
stats like these virtually every time the
Longhorns take the floor, it is hard to deny
that Durant is not only the best freshman in
college hoops but also a strong AllAmerican candidate .
—Erin Redihan ’08

Hoops: Friars squeak by Bearcats, prep for Panthers
continued from back page
Iverson impression, the diminutive point
guard simply took over the game, canning
two threes to pull the Friars within two,
and then knocking down a crucial floater
and the resulting free throw (he had been
fouled on the shot by Cincinnati’s Deonta
Vaughn) to give PC a 71-70 lead.
When the Bearcats’ John Williamson
saw his bank shot rim out at the buzzer, the
Friars had completed an improbable win.
“We just tried to stay positive down the
stretch,” Curry said. “I made a lot of big
plays for us, but it was our defense [that
was the key]. We got stops when we had
to.”
With those final nine points, Curry led
the Friars with 24, while Hill gritted his
way to 16 and 11 boards inside.
Sophomore guard Weyinmi Efejuku and
McDermott rounded out PC’s double-digit

scorers with 13 and 10, respectively.
While the Friars may not be particularly
happy with the way they played, the end
result was satisfying.
“We played a step slow on defense all
night long,” Welsh said. “But they had a
lot of answers: They made threes, they
went inside, they boarded. They did a lot
of good things, but we gritted it out, and
sometimes you need to find those wins
during a season—and tonight was one of
them.”
“It feels real good because we still have
a chance to do big things,” McDermott
said.
The victory was especially important on
the heels of their loss to No. 12 Marquette
the previous Saturday. Hungry for revenge
for the 74-59 drilling the Friars had laid on
them in Providence on Jan. 4, the Golden
Eagles never trailed, notching a 69-62 vic
tory. The Friars hung tough—and even
had a 9-0 run to get within 60-56 with 4:36

ONE PRIME THREE BEDROOM
APARTMENT FOR RENT RIGHT
NEXT TO COLLEGE.
LARGE ROOMS, FAT-IN KITCHEN W/
PANTRY, DOUBLE LIVING ROOM, HARD
WOODS, PORCHES, STORAGE, PARKING,
SAFE AREA, GIRLS PREFERRED. WASHER &
DRYER INCLUDED 975.00 PLUS UTILITIES
51 HUXLEY AVE., AVAILABLE JUNE, 07
"COLLEGE APPROVED APARTMENTS"
CALL RICHARD 401-826-1223

left in the game—but they were ultimately
done in by untimely turnovers and an
inability to control the paint (Marquette
outrebounded PC 42-29).
A loss against an NCAA Tournament
shoe-in doesn’t do irreparable harm to the
Friars’ NCAA tournament resume, but a
loss to Big East bottom feeder Cincinnati
would have—a fact of which the players
are well aware.
“It would have been very tough for us
(to lose this game) and we knew that,”
Curry said. “But we stuck together as a
team and we kept telling ourselves ‘We’re
going to come back and win this game.’
We know we needed it.”
With a 5-4 record in the Big East, the
Friars find themselves in seventh place in a
16-team conference. With seven regular

season games remaining, there are plenty
of opportunities to climb the standings—
and plenty of opportunities to slip up.
PC now takes to the road for a pair of
difficult games: At No. 7 Pittsburgh on
Saturday and at Notre Dame on Tuesday.
A victory in either would give the Friars
the marquee win that the NCAA
Tournament Selection Committee likes to
see.
“We understand how it’s going to be (at
Pitt); we played there last year,”
McDermott said. “We’re playing better
(on the road) than we did before so we
think we can win this one.”
Saturday’s game tips off at 6:00 p.m.,
while Tuesday’s begins at 7:00 p.m. Both
games will be broadcasted on ESPN.

CLASSIFIEDS
Chess club

GREAT
MULTIFAMILY
HOUSE
AVAILABLE FOR
RENT

CANCUN, ACAPULCO, NEGRIL,

MOBAY, NASSAU. S. PADRE,
FLORIDA, CRUISES, AND MORE!

Join
Chess players! Serious tour
the
nament chess in a friendly
congenial atmosphere
Party!!!
Sven brask chess club
Eaton Street house fully
15 min no of Providence
available for rent for the
College has been operation
07-08 school year. All
for over 30 years
floors have 4 bedrooms,
With monthly tournaments
good size living rooms,
Blitz tournaments
decks and parking.
And special events
STS Flight Finder™
Rent is $400 per
With players ranging from d
student. Please call
class to master
617-331-7222 for
For info go to
showing. Don't miss
svenbraskcc.org
1.800.648.4849
out on this house!!
www.ststravel.com
Save Hundreds on Spring
Break Packages!J!

Search airfares io Mexico and the

Caribbean and save up Io $300 per
person. Best Deals Guaranteed!
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Friars earn weekend split with Catamounts
by

Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff

Persistence really does pay off.
The Providence College Men’s Hockey
Team learned that valuable lesson in its
split of a weekend series with the No. 14
Vermont
Catamounts.
Friday looked like the week
MEN’S
HOCKEY end would be more of the
same, as the Friars played
tough but lost 3-2. On Saturday, they
rebounded with a resounding 4-1 victory.
“Not an easy place to play,” Head Coach
Tim Army said. “It was a tough road
stretch; I’m happy to get a win. We’ve
been playing extremely well. We came
away with a nice win to round out the trip.
Friday’s loss was a difficult one to
digest, as the Friars made a good effort,
outshooting the Catamounts and playing
an overall intense game. They came up
short, however, giving up three power play
goals to lose 3-2.
“We played well Friday [but] we gave
up three on the power play. We tried to be
disciplined, but our penalty kill wasn’t
great,” said senior Co-Captain Tony
Zancanaro.
His fellow co-captain, senior Colin
McDonald added, “One too many penal
ties cost us Friday.”
A close loss would cause most teams to
change styles the next night. For Army
and the Friars, however, that was not the
case. They continued to play “their
game”—shooting, intense, high tempo
hockey. On Saturday, it paid off.
“We played our game. It’s easy to want
to adjust, (but) Coach is good about keep
ing our style no matter who we play,” said
McDonald.
“We’re building off consistency.
Persistence will be rewarded,” said Army.
He added that he told his team to “stay
with it, it will finally turn our way,”
Five minutes into the first period, soph
omore Cody Wild scored the first goal of
the game, one-timing a rebound home.
Vermont tied the game three minutes later.
With less than a minute to play in the
first, the Friars took the lead for good, as
sophomore Nick Mazzolini scored on a
slap shot.
Senior Dinos Stamoulis secured the
Friars’ position in the drivers’ seat with a
goal midway through the second off a
Zancanaro pass. Zancanaro added the fin
ishing touch, an empty netter in the game’s
final seconds.
The win Saturday was the Friars’ first in
Vermont since 1997, and the first victory
over the Catamounts in the Tim Army era.
Much like in recent weeks with a victo
ry over Maine, the Friars worked hard and
stuck with their plan, as they have all year,
to defeat a team that has bee ranked highly

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior defenseman Dinos Stamoulis scored the Friars’ third goal in the team’s 4-1
victory over Vermont on Saturday, Feb. 3. Providence’s first period offensive explo
sion, coupled with its solid defense (PC held the Catamounts to one goal), gave Head
Coach Tim Army his first win over Vermont.
in the national polls.
Throughout the past month, the Friars
have been playing much better than they
have all year. As the weeks passed their
play has improved, leaving them with
some momentum for the final stretch of the
rseason and the Hockey East playoffs.
“We’ve played some great teams over
the past few weekends. We have come
away with splits, sometimes-close losses.
Everyone’s clicking, everyone’s going—
we’re playing well,” said Zancanaro.
“We’re playing some good hockey
now,” added McDonald.
The tough stretch run continues this
weekend. On Friday, Feb. 9, the Friars
return to Schneider Arena to host rival and
national power Boston College. The
Eagles are currently ranked No. 16 in the
nation, and this weekend’s game will come
sandwiched between the Eagles’ annual
Beanpot Tournament games.
Earlier this season, the Friars upset the

Eagles at Schneider, but the Eagles
returned the favor some weeks later at
Conte Forum.
Friday’s game—as is usually the case
with a match-up with BC—will be emo
tional for the team, given the rivalry.

“It’s always a tough game, always a fun
game. They’re big rivals, (so we’re) look
ing forward to it,” said Zancanaro.
“You’re always fired up to play BC.”
“It’s always good to play them, but we
have to remember it’s just another game,”
said McDonald.
Army, who experienced the rivalry as
both player and now coach, noted, “It adds
some excitement to play BC. It should be
a great environment. We need the students
to get down to Schneider, make it an elec
tric environment. We need to check our
emotions and not get too wound up.”
Beating the Eagles will be a tall order
for the Friars. They are a team with a dis
ciplined, precise offensive attack, and if
that isn’t enough, the team has one of the
nation’s
premiere
goaltenders
in
Schneider.
“We need to work hard to generate cor
ing chances; we need to bring some pres
sure,” said Army. “Schneider is one of the
best goalies in the nation, so we need to do
all we can to get and capitalize on some
chances. They don’t need a lot of opportu
nities; when they get them they make it
count. We need to be intelligent with the
puck. We need to maintain our discipline.”
“We need to generate scoring chances.
Schneider is a great goaltender,” said
Zancanaro.
“We should do fine,” McDonald said.
“The more whacks we can get at him, the
better we’ll be.”
Generating multiple scoring chances
and playing up-tempo hockey, as has been
this team’s strategy, will undoubtedly be
the recipe on Friday.
On Saturday, Feb. 10, the Friars take to
the road to face UMass, a team who has
already defeated the Friars twice this sea
son. This weekend should be a different
case, as the Friars seem to be a muchimproved team since the two squared off in
November.
“We need to maintain our discipline. We
need to build on what we’ve established
over this month,” said Army.
The puck drops at 7:00 p.m. on Friday at
Schneider.

Join the Circulation
Staff!

McPhail's Line-Up
Thurs, 2/15 PC @ ND 7pm!
Come watch the game on the
big screen. 9pm City Heroic
LIVE! Full bar w/ proper ID at 7pm.

Fri, 2/16 Irish Night w/ Fortune LIVE!
9pm! Celebrate Parent’s Weekend
with great live entertainment. Full bar
w/ proper ID at 4:30pm.
Sat, 2/17 Let’s Go Friars! 12pm
PC vs. St. John’s. Bar will be open
for the game. At 9pm come hear
Colm O’Brien & Crew LIVE!
Full bar w/ proper ID at 12 noon.
Check out our weekly events on Facebook.

The Cowl’s circulation staff
is in need of dedicated
students who would like to
distribute the campus’s
paper!
To apply, come by The Cowl's office in Slavin G05 or
email cowlads@providence.edu
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Konopka: Headed for the English Premier League?
continued from back page

from playing for a top team. The visa
would remove this restriction, making him
more marketable to the elite teams.
Cardiff City, another team from English
soccer (though it is based in Wales), is pre
pared to talk contracts if Konopka is able
to procure the coveted passport, following
a strong showing in a try out with its staff
earlier this week.
Given the choice, where would
Konopka like to play?
If he were to stay in the United States, a
couple of teams stick out in his mind.
“Me being from New Jersey, it would
have been something to be drafted by the
Red Bulls,” Konopka said. “But 1 wasn’t
really too worried about anybody.
Obviously, with David Beckham going to
Los Angeles, it would have been nice to
play with him. Any team’s a good team in
the league; I’m just happy to get picked
up.”
With Europe looking like a good possi
bility, Konopka has interests particularly in
Great Britain.
“I’m not too keen on a lot of different
languages,” he admitted. “I know a little
bit of Spanish, so obviously England
would be a great choice for me. And that’s
actually where a lot of the interest has
come. The English Premier League is
probably rated the best league in the entire
world, and I’m lucky enough to have a trial
with a team in that league coming up.”
While luck is an important part of any
athlete’s career, it is far from being the
only factor in one’s success. The adage
“practice makes perfect” rings true when it
comes to playing soccer at the highest
level. Hard work and dedication are cru
cial to making it to the majors, and
Konopka is no stranger to either of these.
He began playing soccer at a young age
in New Jersey youth leagues, usually as
the goalie. Growing up in Toms River,
Konopka played other sports, but soccer
was always at the forefront.
“I played basketball,” he said. “But that

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

In his four years at Providence, Konopka recorded 12 shutouts and helped lead the
Friars to two straight NCAA Tournaments for the first time in school history.
was mostly to get me through the winter
until soccer started up again. And I surfed
in the summer. I actually brought my
board out here the last two years, but that’s
not something I can do in Kansas City.”
By the time he reached high school, the
focus had shifted entirely to soccer. The
recruitment offers began to trickle in start
ing during his sophomore year. By his
seinor year, Konopka had received offers
from several schools such as Seton Hall,
West Virginia, American University, and
Monmouth, to name a few. From the start,
however, there was only one school that
mattered.

Interested in Advertising?
Then why not work for The
Cowl, Providence College's
longest running media outlet?
Great people, great experience,
and great fun!
(Insert funny line about the current ad staff
not being creative enough to make a funny
hiring ad)
SEE? We need creative people!

“Everything about Providence I fell in
love with,” Konopka said. “The coaching
staff, the players, the atmosphere. I felt
like it was the perfect fit for me. Once I
stopped up in Providence and came for
recruiting trips and met with [Providence
Head Coach] Chaka [Daley], I didn’t feel
like I’d like any place except Providence.”
As any PC soccer fan will tell you, the
Friars were very lucky to score a recruit
like Konopka. He played four years in
goal, including every minute of the 2005
season. Over four seasons, Konopka had
12 shutouts and a career .777 save percent
age. He also played in three Big East

Tournaments over four seasons.
In 2006, he played a key role in
Providence’s school record seven confer
ence wins and helped the Friars to two
straight NCAA Tournament appearances,
one of his proudest accomplishments.
“A lot of people don’t realize what a big
deal it is to play in the NCAA tourna
ment,” he said. “It’s just such a huge deal
to get there, to be nominated to play in the
tournament. It’s a whole different experi
ence. The stands were packed; it was
standing room only when we were playing
Hofstra. The crowd stormed the field. We
broke down the fence when we won. It’s
an entirely different atmosphere than dur
ing a regular game.”
Hard work does not go unheralded. For
his efforts, Konopka was named to the
Second Team All Big East and was one of
five goalies invited to the Adidas Major
League Soccer Combine in January. The
Combine is made up of players who have a
realistic shot at being drafted. The players
are selected by Division I soccer coaches
across the country.
There, he played in hopes of impressing
the scouts and being selected in the MLS
Drafts on Jan. 12 and Jan. 18, a feat that he
was able to accomplish when the Wizards
chose him as the 29th overall pick in the
MLS Supplemental Draft.
“When you’re in high school, your
dream is just to keep on playing,” said
Konopka. “And the next place to play is
college. Once you get to play in college
and you’re finishing up, you just have to
hope you can play at a professional level.”
Right now, Konopka is well on his way
to that next step, the one that many young
soccer players aspire to but only a select
few will reach. The coming weeks should
be exciting as he finishes his try out with
Charlton and waits to see where his next
home field will be.
Regardless of whether Konopka hangs
his cleats in Kansas City or somewhere in
Europe, his future will doubtlessly be
filled with many new experiences that will
add to an already eventfill soccer career.

SLAVERY IS NOT DEAD:
The Problem of Human Trafficking
Sr. Mary Ellen Dougherty, SSND
Sr. Dougherty is a representative of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. She is one of the
nation's foremost experts on Human Trafficking and has
testified before the Senate numerous times.
Part of Campus Ministry's Social Justice Children's
Week.
Tuesday Feb. 13th 4:30p.m.
Chapel Basement
Refreshments will be served.

This Week in Friar Athletics:
Friday, February 9: Men's Ice I&dtey vs.

Boston College @ 7:00 PM
Sunday, February 11: Women's Ice Hockey vs.

New Hampshire @ 2:00 PM
Tuesday, February 13: Womens Basketball vs.

To apply e-mail the advertising manager, Chris O'Connor, at
coconn07@providence.edu or cowlads@providence.edu
We are looking for students who are dedicated and interested in
earning some experience in a fun and creative environment.

South Ronda© 7:00 PN

**Fans, don’t forget about the BLACK OUT at the
Men’s Basketball game on Saturday, February 24!F*
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After weekend sweep, BU and UNH now await
by

Mike Springer ’08
Sports Staff

Every time Head Coach Bob Deraney
and the Providence College Women’s
Hockey Team see Vermont on their sched
ule, the team members must smile a bit.
PC has never lost to the
WOMEN’S Catamounts, reeling off 12
HOCKEY straight
against
their
Hockey East foe going into
this weekend’s series. This weekend, the
Friars extended their winning streak to 14
straight, as they handily beat the
Catamounts 5-1 Saturday, Feb. 3, and 10-1
Sunday, Feb. 4, at Schneider Arena.
“We approach every game the same,”
Deraney said. “It doesn’t matter who
we’re playing; Whether it’s Connecticut,
Boston College, or Vermont, we want to be
able to make plays, execute on offense,
and play like a team.”
After a tough defensive struggle for
much of the first period on Saturday, the
Friars struck first when sophomore
defenseman Erin Normore found the net
with 1:42 left in the first.
Battling back, Vermont forward
Caroline Donahue scored at the 6:32 mark
off of a breakaway to tie things up, 1-1.
Normore would respond once again for
the Friars, scoring just 30 seconds after the
Vermont goal to give PC a 2-1 advantage
at 14:08 mark. The second goal of the
game for Normore gave her a new career
high for goals, breaking her previous mark
set against Yale in November.
“Normore has come into her own as a
player lately,” Deraney said. “She is not
only getting better herself, but she is mak
ing everyone else around her better.”
Stepping up their defensive pressure and
with continuing solid goaltending by sen
ior goaltender Jana Budgen, the Friars

were able to hold the Catamounts to just
three shots on net for the rest of the period,
finishing the second outshooting the
Catamounts 20-8.
In the third, Providence’s bombardment
of Vermont continued, as the Friars went
on to score another two goals, capped off
by a goal from junior defenseman
Kathleen Smith, whose shot deflected off
the Vermont goal tender’s skate and into
the back of the net, giving PC a 5-1 advan
tage. The other goal for the Friars came
when senior defenseman Kristin Gigliotti
scored off of a power play with 3:32 left in
the period.
“The thing about our goals today was
that those goals were team goals,” Deraney
said. “That means they weren’t just scored
by those five on the ice, but also by the five
who were on the ice before them, helping
set up that goal.”
Surging into Sunday’s action, the Friars
kept their streak alive, as they defeated
Vermont 10-1 at Schneider Arena.
PC scored first when senior forward
Sonny Waltrous lifted her shot over the left
shoulder of Vermont goaltender Shivaun
Siegl and into the back of the net at the
11:54 mark of the first stanza. She was
assisted on the play by freshman defense
man Colleen Martin and sophomore for
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
ward Mari Pehkonen.
Senior Mari Pehkonen (left) and junior Sarah Feldman (right) played key roles in
Pehkonen continued the Friars’ scoring the Friars’ blowout wins over Vermont last weekend. Pekhonen had three goals in
surge, as she notched her 12th and 13 th two games while Feldman added three asists in two games.
goals of the season at the 13:25 and 16:20
weekend against Boston University and
marks respectively, to give the Friars a 3-0 cut the Friars lead to 3-1.
Vermont’s goal fired up the Friars. the University of New Hampshire,
advantage. The two goals tied her career
high for goals in a game and set a new Freshman Jackie Duncan, junior Kathleen Deraney feels confident in his team and its
career high in points.
Smith, junior Sarah Feldman, Watrous, strong play of late.
“I’ve thought all season long that there
“Pehkonen is really maturing as a play freshman Brittany Nelson, sophomore
er, and now her play and skills are being Brittany Simpson, and freshman Colleen isn’t anyone in the country that we can’t
complimented by that maturity,” Deraney Martin all scored for the Friars, giving beat,” he said. “We’re just going to keep
getting better.”
said.
them a season high 10 goals.
Vermont would finally answer back in
Next Sunday’s game for the Friars
The win improved PC’s record to 13-11the second period at the 9:52 mark, when 4 overall and 10-2-3 in the Hockey East.
against bitter rival UNH will be televised
Jessica Murphy scored on a power play to
Looking forward to the games next on Cox.

Friars show signs of life but can’t get the win
by

Erin Redihan ’08

Asst. Sports Editor

As any varsity athlete will tell you, it’s a
long season. Almost all teams hit rough
patches along the way, even during good
years. Sometimes it
just takes a few games
WOMEN’S to work through a
BASKETBALL slump and resume win
ning. This should be
the case for the Providence College
Women’s Basketball Team.*
The Friars went into Cincinnati on
Tuesday, Feb. 6, with hopes of ending their
recent struggles—particularly on the
boards—and turning their season around.
Although the team fell 74-61, the players
showed many signs of coming to life.
That they scored 61 points is an accom
plishment in itself. Until Tuesday, the
team had failed to break 50 points in its
last four contests, dating back to its near
upset of Marquette on Jan. 20. Sophomore
Chelsea Marandola led all scorers against
the Bearcats with 26 points and 10
rebounds, her team-leading eighth double
double this year.
Providence had three scorers in double
figures, as freshman Kendria Holmes had
12 points and senior Shauna Snyder
chipped in 11, a step up from the team’s
effort against Pitt in which only Snyder
had more than 10 points.
Another improvement for the Friars
came in the rebounding department.
Despite its height, Providence has had its
share of trouble on the boards of late.
While PC was outrebounded 41-32, this
margin was much closer than in their
recent games against Pittsburgh on
Saturday, Feb. 3 and DePaul on Jan. 27.
Sophomore Catherine Bove was second
behind Marandola in rebounds with six
along with her five assists and two steals in
front of what was essentially a home
crowd for her.
Although their efforts did not result in a
win, the Friars can take some comfort in
the fact that they made some definite
improvements over their performances in
the last few games.
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Although her team has struggled recently, senior Shauna Snyder continues to put in
a solid effort in every game. She was the only Friar to score more than 10 points
against Pitt on Saturday, Feb. 3, with 12 points. Snyder followed up that perform
ance with 11 points in a loss at Cincinnati on Tuesday, Feb. 6.
The team dropped an 84-40 contest to
the Pittsburgh Panthers on Saturday, Feb.
3, its sixth straight loss. Six losses was
then the team’s longest skid for the 200607 season, which is still short of its longest
winless streak of last season, which lasted
eight games from Jan. 11 to Feb. 4. These
dates coincide almost identically with
Providence’s 2007 slump beginning
against West Virginia on Jan. 13.
Not much went right for the Friars on
Saturday. Snyder was the only Providence
player to score in double figures with 12
points, breaking team-leading Marandola’s
season-long streak of scoring, at least 10

points per game. Marandola was held to
three points for the day.
The key problems for the Friars were
turnovers and rebounds. Providence turned
the ball over 22 times, an obstacle that can
be impossible to overcome in Big East
games, as the team realized this weekend.
That figure equates to 22 lost scoring
opportunities, which can make a huge dif
ference in any match-up. If a team is
shooting 50 percent in a game, 22
turnovers means losing about 22 points.
However, turnovers were not the only
issue for PC on Saturday. Another issue
concerns the way in which the Friars come

out of the locker room to start the game. In
virtually every game, the team gets off to a
slow start and finds itself in an early hole.
This happened once again at Cincinnati
when the team fell behind 7-0 early and
was down 12 by halftime. PC has yet to
win a game this year in which it is down at
the half.
The Friars were also outmuscled on the
boards, 41-21, despite having a clear
height advantage over the Panthers. This
is something that has plagued the team as
of late. Providence needs to work on its
rebounds if it wants to compete for a spot
in the Big East Tournament to be held Mar.
3-6.
As of right now, the team is 2-8 in the
Big East and on the outside looking in
regarding the Big East Tournament. The
Friars need wins in their upcoming games
with St. John’s and South Florida not only
to keep their postseason hopes alive, but
also to stay above .500 for the year.
Despite trouble on the boards and with
handling the ball, the Pitt game was not
without its bright spots. The Friars had
eight blocked shots, four of which came
from junior transfer student Aga Lorenc.
Holmes had eight points and four assists,
while classmate Emily Cournoyer chipped
in six rebounds.
Although the team lost to Pittsburgh and
Cincinnati this week, the season is far from
over. The players know that they are only
one game away from their next win. The
team will have two chances to try and
reverse its luck in the next week.
First, the Friars will travel to Queens,
N.Y., to play St. John’s (3-7 Big East, 7-14
overall) on Saturday, Feb. 10. From there,
the team will return home on Tuesday, Feb.
13, to take on the University of South
Florida (7-3 Big East, 17-6 overall) at 7:00
p.m. in Alumni Hall. If last season is any
indication, the Friars could snap their
streak any day now and return to the suc
cess they enjoyed early in the season.
Wins in these few games might be tough
to come by but would be just what the
Friars need to put them back on the win
ning track and earn them a spot in Hartford
for the Big East Tournament.
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FRIARS ESCAPE WITH CRUCIAL WIN
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07
Sports Editor

A memo to all those who left the
Dunkin’ Donuts Center early on Tuesday
night: Don’t feel bad.
“Down eight, 1:40 to go—I don’t blame
the people that are get
MEN'S ting to their cars,” Head
BASKETBALL Coach Tim Welsh said.
“It’s cold; they’re
warming them up and going home.”
Those who did leave missed a thrilling
finish, as the Providence College Men’s
Basketball Team literally came back from
the dead, erasing that eight-point deficit to
walk away with a 71-70 win over
Cincinnati—a win that keeps PC’s (15-7
overall, 5-4 Big East) hopes for an NCAA
Tournament bid alive.
In the immediate aftermath, it didn’t
matter that the victory came over a
Cincinnati team that sits in last place in the
conference standings; in Big East play, a
win is a win, and for once, the Friars are
glad to be the team that comes out on top
in a tight game.
“We just kept playing and kept playing
hard because it happened to us before, so
we know it’s possible,” sophomore forA layup by
Cincinnati’s
Cedric
McGowan
gives the
Bearcats a 7062 lead

Sharaud
Curry hits a
three-pointer.
70-65
Cincinnati.

1:34

ward Geoff McDermott said of the lastsecond win.
The unfortunate part was that it was the
Friars who put themselves in such a pre
carious position. The Bearcats hung tough
in the first half—the score was 38-38 at
halftime—but when the Friars opened up a
48-41 lead on a jumper by senior center
Herb Hill with 14:16 left in the game, it
looked like they were finally ready to pull
away.
But PC’s offense began to stall and its
defense continued to surrender open looks,
and Cincinnati took advantage, surging
back to grab a 58-55 lead with 7:17
remaining.
With the game on the line, it looked like
the Friars’ defense would do them in.
Cincinnati scored on five of its next six
possessions to take a 70-62 advantage with
1:41 left.
“We tried to trap more out of our zone
tonight just to try to keep them off balance
and get them scrambled so they couldn’t
run their stuff,” Welsh said. “But they had
answers pretty much for everything we did
tonight.”
Luckily for the Friars, sophomore guard
Sharaud Curry was an Answer himself
down the stretch. Doing his best Allen

Curry fouls
Cincy's Deonta
Vaughn, who
promptly
misses the front
end of a oneand-one.

1:24
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HOOPS/Page 24
An attempted
backdoor
alley-oop from
Curry to Geoff
McDermott is
stolen by the
Bearcats.

Weyinmi
Efejuku fouls
Marcus Sikes
of Cincinnati,
who misses the
front end of a
one-and-one.

Sharaud
Curry hits
another threepointer. It’s
now 70-68
Cincinnati.

PC forces Vaughn into a
backcourt violation, but
McDermott’s subsequent
inbounds pass goes off the
hands of Brian McKenzie for
a turnover. Cincy gives it
right back, however, when
McGowan’s layup is blocked
by Herb Hill.

Curry drives the
lane, is fouled by
Vaughn, but hits
the floater anyway.
The resulting free
throw puts the
Friars up 71-70.

With Hill defend
ing, Cincinnati's
John Williamson
sees his last sec
ond shot rim out
at the buzzer. PC
wins 71-70.

1:04

A timeline of the last 1:41 of PC’s 71-70 win over Cincinnati.

Life after PC
Editor’s Note: Throughout the
course of the semester, the Sports
staffwill examine the prospects of
several former Friar athletes in a
feature we like to call "Life after
PC.”
by

Erin Redihan ’08

Asst. Sports Editor

Where was Chris Konopka
when he got the call saying that
he had been drafted to play Major
League Soccer with the Kansas
City Wizards?
“Doing laundry in Mai
Brown,” said Providence’s senior
goaltender. “My agent called me
when I was in the basement doing
my laundry.”
Anyone who thinks that doing
laundry is boring certainly has
not talked to Konopka lately.
The
phone
call
from
Konopka’s agent set off a new
and exciting chain of events for
the Providence star. He had
almost no time to pack up and
find his way to Kansas City,
where training for the 2007 sea
son has already begun.
“I sort of had to finish up
school in less than a week
because I had to report out to

In America or overseas,
opportunities await Konopka

Kansas City by the following
Friday,” said Konopka.
The team began its 2007 work
outs on the site where the Kansas
City Chiefs play. This week, the
players travel to Florida to con
tinue their spring training. After
a month in the Sunshine State, it
is off to Buenos Aires, Argentina,
for some preseason matches.
So what is spring training like
in Major League Soccer?
“Right now we have one-adays, practice in the morning
from like 10:00 until around
1:00,” said Konopka. “Then you
have time to relax in the after
noon or do your own thing.”
It’s a far cry from a world filled
with studying for civ exams and
trying to cram in reading amidst
both team practice and condition
ing sessions in the weight room,
as the typical athlete at PC must
find time for each day.
Some things are not so differ
ent from the college life,
though—like living arrange
ments.
“All of the players are put up in
a hotel and we have time to min
gle and relax,” said Konopka.
“We can all meet each other
because we all come from differ
ent backgrounds. I only knew

one person on the team coming
out here, so it’s nice to meet a
couple of new players.”
But the excitement does not
stop there for Konopka. After
training for a few weeks in
Kansas City, he is on the move
again, currently in London on
trial with Charlton Athletic, one
of the English Premier League
teams based in London.
“There’s actually a lot of inter
est in Europe right now,” said
Konopka. “They’re flying me
over for a week or two to see how
1 do. Maybe they’ll pick me up
or something. Europe’s not out
of the question, but I’m definitely
not canceling anything right
now.”
There are many options still on
the table for Konopka, including
an exciting opportunity to play in
Britain. Since he has impressed
European scouts with his recent
play, Konopka’s next step will be
to obtain a Polish visa in order to
increase his chances of playing
overseas. In European soccer,
each team is allowed five roster
spots for non-European players.
Since this is a fairly strict limit, it
might have prevented Konopka
KONOPKA/Page 26
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Former PC goalie Chris Konopka (18) is currently participating in
a week-long try out with Charlton of the English Premier League.

